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Black Dragon River is a personal journey down one of Asia’s great rivers that reveals the region’s essential
history and culture. The world’s ninth largest river, the Amur serves as a large part of the border between
Russia and China. As a crossroads for the great empires of Asia, this area offers journalist Dominic Ziegler a
lens with which to examine the societies at Europe's only borderland with east Asia. He follows a journey
from the river's top to bottom, and weaves the history, ecology and peoples to show a region obsessed with
the past—and to show how this region holds a key to the complex and critical relationship between Russia
and China today.
 
One of Asia’s mightiest rivers, the Amur is also the most elusive. The terrain it crosses is legendarily
difficult to traverse. Near the river’s source, Ziegler travels on horseback from the Mongolian steppe into the
taiga, and later he is forced by the river’s impassability to take the Trans-Siberian Railway through the four-
hundred-mile valley of water meadows inland. As he voyages deeper into the Amur wilderness, Ziegler also
journeys into the history of the peoples and cultures the river’s path has transformed.
 
The known history of the river begins with Genghis Khan and the rise of the Mongolian empire a millennium
ago, and the story of the region has been one of aggression and conquest ever since. The modern history of
the river is the story of Russia's push across the Eurasian landmass to China. For China, the Amur is a
symbol of national humiliation and Western imperial land seizure; to Russia it is a symbol of national
regeneration, its New World dreams and eastern prospects. The quest to take the Amur was to be Russia’s
route to greatness, replacing an oppressive European identity with a vibrant one that faced the Pacific. Russia
launched a grab in 1854 and took from China a chunk of territory equal in size nearly to France and
Germany combined. Later, the region was the site for atrocities meted out on the Russian far east in the
twentieth century during the Russian civil war and under Stalin.
 
The long shared history on the Amur has conditioned the way China and Russia behave toward each
other—and toward the outside world. To understand Putin’s imperial dreams, we must comprehend Russia’s
relationship to its far east and how it still shapes the Russian mind. Not only is the Amur a key to Putinism,
its history is also embedded in an ongoing clash of empires with the West.
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From reader reviews:

Ernest Baker:

The book Black Dragon River: A Journey Down the Amur River Between Russia and China can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book
Black Dragon River: A Journey Down the Amur River Between Russia and China? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give
for each other; you can share all of these. Book Black Dragon River: A Journey Down the Amur River
Between Russia and China has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You
can look the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

James Reed:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Black Dragon River: A Journey Down the Amur River Between Russia and
China book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are
arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to
offer to you. The writer involving Black Dragon River: A Journey Down the Amur River Between Russia
and China content conveys the idea easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking Black Dragon
River: A Journey Down the Amur River Between Russia and China is not loveable to be your top list reading
book?

Rebecca Lopez:

Black Dragon River: A Journey Down the Amur River Between Russia and China can be one of your basic
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary
that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Black Dragon
River: A Journey Down the Amur River Between Russia and China but doesn't forget the main point, giving
the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it.
This great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Karl Wolfe:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Black Dragon River: A Journey
Down the Amur River Between Russia and China is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in
the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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