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Childhood in the Promised Land is the first history of France's colonies de vacances, a vast network of
summer camps created for working-class children. The colonies originated as a late-nineteenth-century
charitable institution, providing rural retreats intended to restore the fragile health of poor urban children.
Participation grew steadily throughout the first half of the twentieth century, "trickling up" by the late 1940s
to embrace middle-class youth as well.

At the heart of the study lie the municipal colonies de vacances, organized by the working-class cities of the
Paris red belt. Located in remote villages or along the more inexpensive stretches of the Atlantic coast, the
municipal colonies gathered their young clientele into variously structured "child villages," within which
they were to live out particular, ideal visions of the collective life of children throughout the long summer
holiday. Focusing on the creation of and participation in these summer camps, Laura Lee Downs presents
surprising insights into the location and significance of childhood in French working-class cities and,
ultimately, within the development of modern France.

Drawing on a rich array of historical sources, including dossiers and records of municipal colonies
discovered in remote town halls of the Paris suburbs, newspaper accounts, and interviews with adults who
participated in the colonies as children, Downs reveals how diverse groups—including local Socialist and
Communist leaders and Catholic seminarians—seized the opportunity to shape the minds and bodies of
working-class youth. Childhood in the Promised Land shows how, in creating the summer camps, these
various groups combined pedagogical theories, religious convictions, political ideologies, and theories about
the relationship between the countryside and children's physical and cognitive development. At the same
time, the book sheds light on classic questions of social control, highlighting the active role of the children in
shaping their experiences.
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From reader reviews:

Stacey Eades:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yes,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Childhood in
the Promised Land: Working-Class Movements and the Colonies de Vacances in France, 1880-1960
(Philosophy & postcoloniality)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend
your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have
some other opinion?

Marianne Guzman:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the
data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this
Childhood in the Promised Land: Working-Class Movements and the Colonies de Vacances in France, 1880-
1960 (Philosophy & postcoloniality).

Judy Bowen:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
learn a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The Childhood in
the Promised Land: Working-Class Movements and the Colonies de Vacances in France, 1880-1960
(Philosophy & postcoloniality) provide you with a new experience in reading through a book.

Suk Barry:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This guide Childhood in the Promised Land: Working-Class Movements and
the Colonies de Vacances in France, 1880-1960 (Philosophy & postcoloniality) was filled concerning
science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can



sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Download and Read Online Childhood in the Promised Land:
Working-Class Movements and the Colonies de Vacances in France,
1880-1960 (Philosophy & postcoloniality) Laura Lee Downs
#TV5MRZ6PAXN



Read Childhood in the Promised Land: Working-Class Movements
and the Colonies de Vacances in France, 1880-1960 (Philosophy &
postcoloniality) by Laura Lee Downs for online ebook

Childhood in the Promised Land: Working-Class Movements and the Colonies de Vacances in France, 1880-
1960 (Philosophy & postcoloniality) by Laura Lee Downs Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read,
good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books
online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read
Childhood in the Promised Land: Working-Class Movements and the Colonies de Vacances in France, 1880-
1960 (Philosophy & postcoloniality) by Laura Lee Downs books to read online.

Online Childhood in the Promised Land: Working-Class Movements and the Colonies
de Vacances in France, 1880-1960 (Philosophy & postcoloniality) by Laura Lee Downs
ebook PDF download

Childhood in the Promised Land: Working-Class Movements and the Colonies de Vacances in France,
1880-1960 (Philosophy & postcoloniality) by Laura Lee Downs Doc

Childhood in the Promised Land: Working-Class Movements and the Colonies de Vacances in France, 1880-1960
(Philosophy & postcoloniality) by Laura Lee Downs Mobipocket

Childhood in the Promised Land: Working-Class Movements and the Colonies de Vacances in France, 1880-1960
(Philosophy & postcoloniality) by Laura Lee Downs EPub


