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"I sometimes think that if, as the result of an accident, I were to lose my knowledge of Japanese, there would
not be much left for me. Japanese, which at first had no connection with my ancestors, my literary tastes, or
my awareness of myself as a person, has become the central element of my life."

In this eloquent and wholly absorbing memoir, the renowned scholar Donald Keene shares more than half a
century of his extraordinary adventures as a student of Japan. Keene begins with an account of his
bittersweet childhood in New York; then he describes his initial encounters with Asia and Europe and the
way in which World War II complicated that experience. He captures the sights, scents, and sounds of Japan
as they first enveloped him, and talks of the unique travels and well-known intellectuals who later shaped the
contours of his academic career.

Keene traces the movement of his passions with delicacy and subtlety, deftly weaving his love for Japan into
a larger narrative about identity and home and the circumstances that led a Westerner to find solace in a
country on the opposite side of the world. Chronicles of My Life is not only a fascinating tale of two cultures
colliding, but also a thrilling account of the emotions and experiences that connect us all, regardless of our
individual origins.
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From reader reviews:

David Hedges:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible
Chronicles of My Life: An American in the Heart of Japan? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do
you agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Crystal Parrish:

The feeling that you get from Chronicles of My Life: An American in the Heart of Japan will be the more
deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Chronicles of My Life: An American in the Heart of
Japan giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can
be understood through anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. This
specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can
go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this specific
Chronicles of My Life: An American in the Heart of Japan instantly.

Grace Harrell:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider any time those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Chronicles of My Life: An American in the Heart of
Japan as the daily resource information.

Daniel Love:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This book Chronicles of My Life: An American in the Heart of Japan was filled
regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence.
Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big selling point of a book,
you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book you
wanted.
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