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This genealogy of the 'odd woman' compares representations of spinsters, lesbians and widows in British
women's fiction and auto/biography from the 1850s to the 1930s.

Women outside heterosexual marriage in this period were seen as abnormal, superfluous, incomplete and
threatening, yet were also hailed as 'women of the future'. Before 1850 odd women were marginalised, minor
characters in British women's fiction, yet by the 1930s spinsters, lesbians and widows had become heroines.
This book examines how women writers, including Charlotte Brontë, Elisabeth Gaskell, Ella Hepworth
Dixon, May Sinclair, E.H. Young, Radclyffe Hall, Winifred Holtby and Virginia Woolf, challenged
dominant perceptions of singleness and lesbianism in their novels, stories and autobiographies.

Drawing on advice literature, medical texts and feminist polemic, it demonstrates how these narratives
responded to contemporary political controversies around the vote, women's work, sexual inversion, and
birth control, as well as examining the impact of the First World War.
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From reader reviews:

Herman Nelson:

This Odd Women?: Spinsters, Lesbians and Widows in British Women's Fiction, 1850s-1930s book is not
really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this
book is usually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting
deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. That Odd Women?: Spinsters, Lesbians and Widows in
British Women's Fiction, 1850s-1930s without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become
critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry Odd Women?: Spinsters, Lesbians and Widows in
British Women's Fiction, 1850s-1930s can bring once you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves'
turn into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This Odd Women?: Spinsters,
Lesbians and Widows in British Women's Fiction, 1850s-1930s having fine arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Denise Dennis:

This Odd Women?: Spinsters, Lesbians and Widows in British Women's Fiction, 1850s-1930s are generally
reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this Odd Women?:
Spinsters, Lesbians and Widows in British Women's Fiction, 1850s-1930s can be one of the great books you
must have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that
possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just about
everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Odd Women?:
Spinsters, Lesbians and Widows in British Women's Fiction, 1850s-1930s forcing you to have an enormous
of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your
day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Jesse Fox:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
publication that need more time to be learn. Odd Women?: Spinsters, Lesbians and Widows in British
Women's Fiction, 1850s-1930s can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short free
time problems.

James Holmes:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books in the top
list in your reading list is usually Odd Women?: Spinsters, Lesbians and Widows in British Women's Fiction,



1850s-1930s. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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