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Long before Sandra Day O'Connor and Ruth Bader Ginsberg earned their positions on the Supreme Court,
they were preceded in their goal of legal excellence by several intrepid trailblazers.  In Rebels at the Bar,
prize-winning legal historian Jill Norgren recounts the life stories of a small group of nineteenth century
women who were among the first female attorneys in the United States. Beginning in the late 1860s, these
determined rebels pursued the radical ambition of entering the then all-male profession of law. They were
motivated by a love of learning. They believed in fair play and equal opportunity. They desired recognition
as professionals and the ability to earn a good living. 
 
Through a biographical approach, Norgren presents the common struggles of eight women first to train and
to qualify as attorneys, then to practice their hard-won professional privilege. Their story is one of nerve,
frustration, and courage. This first generation practiced civil and criminal law, solo and in partnership. The
women wrote extensively and lobbied on the major issues of the day, but the professional opportunities open
to them had limits. They never had the opportunity to wear the black robes of a judge. They were refused
entry into the lucrative practices of corporate and railroad law. Although male lawyers filled legislatures and
the Foreign Service, presidents refused to appoint these early women lawyers to diplomatic offices and the
public refused to elect them to legislatures.
 
Rebels at the Bar expands our understanding of both women’s rights and the history of the legal profession
in the nineteenth century. It focuses on the female renegades who trained in law and then, like men, fought
considerable odds to create successful professional lives. In this engaging and beautifully written book,
Norgren shares her subjects’ faith in the art of the possible. In so doing, she ensures their place in history.
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From reader reviews:

Samual Larkin:

The book Rebels at the Bar: The Fascinating, Forgotten Stories of America's First Women Lawyers can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave
the best thing like a book Rebels at the Bar: The Fascinating, Forgotten Stories of America's First Women
Lawyers? A number of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many
details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that
you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Rebels at the Bar: The
Fascinating, Forgotten Stories of America's First Women Lawyers has simple shape however you know: it
has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Rafael Perez:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read one
together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Rebels at the Bar: The Fascinating,
Forgotten Stories of America's First Women Lawyers is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Issac Molina:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the publication untitled Rebels at the Bar: The Fascinating, Forgotten Stories of
America's First Women Lawyers can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Jose Johnson:

Why? Because this Rebels at the Bar: The Fascinating, Forgotten Stories of America's First Women Lawyers
is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you
with the secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in
such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret
it. This excellent book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your



talent and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I
will go to the reserve store hurriedly.
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