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“Music illuminates a person and provides him with his last hope; even Stalin, a butcher, knew that.” So said
the Russian composer Dmitri Shostakovich, whose first compositions in the 1920s identified him as an
avant-garde wunderkind. But that same singularity became a liability a decade later under the totalitarian rule
of Stalin, with his unpredictable grounds for the persecution of artists. Solomon Volkov—who cowrote
Shostakovich’s controversial 1979 memoir, Testimony—describes how this lethal uncertainty affected the
composer’s life and work.

Volkov, an authority on Soviet Russian culture, shows us the “holy fool” in Shostakovich: the truth speaker
who dared to challenge the supreme powers. We see how Shostakovich struggled to remain faithful to
himself in his music and how Stalin fueled that struggle: one minute banning his work, the next encouraging
it. We see how some of Shostakovich’s contemporaries—Mandelstam, Bulgakov, and Pasternak among
them—fell victim to Stalin’s manipulations and how Shostakovich barely avoided the same fate. And we see
the psychological price he paid for what some perceived as self-serving aloofness and others saw as
rightfully defended individuality.

This is a revelatory account of the relationship between one of the twentieth century’s greatest composers
and one of its most infamous tyrants.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Lilian Anderson:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Shostakovich and Stalin: The
Extraordinary Relationship Between the Great Composer and the Brutal Dictato r. All type of book are you
able to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Terry Carr:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As
we know that book is very important for people. The book Shostakovich and Stalin: The Extraordinary
Relationship Between the Great Composer and the Brutal Dictato r has been making you to know about other
know-how and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication
Shostakovich and Stalin: The Extraordinary Relationship Between the Great Composer and the Brutal
Dictato r is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend when you experience
bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using book
Shostakovich and Stalin: The Extraordinary Relationship Between the Great Composer and the Brutal
Dictato r. You never sense lose out for everything when you read some books.

Rick Braden:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
your account is Shostakovich and Stalin: The Extraordinary Relationship Between the Great Composer and
the Brutal Dictato r this e-book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This
kind of book was represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for
explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why
this book ideal all of you.

William Luke:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you.



As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Shostakovich and Stalin: The Extraordinary Relationship Between the Great
Composer and the Brutal Dictato r can make you really feel more interested to read.
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