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In 1975, when political scientist Benedict Anderson reached Wat Phai Rong Wua, a massive temple complex
in rural Thailand conceived by Buddhist monk Luang Phor Khom, he felt he had wandered into a demented
Disneyland. One of the world’s most bizarre tourist attractions, Wat Phai Rong Wua was designed as a
cautionary museum of sorts; its gruesome statues depict violent and torturous scenes that showcase what hell
may be like. Over the next few decades, Anderson, who is best known for his work, Imagined Communities,
found himself transfixed by this unusual amalgamation of objects, returning several times to see attractions
like the largest metal-cast Buddha figure in the world and the Palace of a Hundred Spires. The concrete
statuaries and perverse art in Luang Phor’s personal museum of hell included, “side by side, an upright
human skeleton in a glass cabinet and a life-size replica of Michelangelo’s gigantic nude David, wearing
fashionable red underpants from the top of which poked part of a swollen, un-Florentine penis,” alongside
dozens of statues of evildoers being ferociously punished in their afterlife.
 
In The Fate of Rural Hell, Anderson unravels the intrigue of this strange setting, endeavoring to discover
what compels so many Thai visitors to travel to this popular spectacle and what order, if any, inspired its
creation. At the same time, he notes in Wat Phai Rong Wua the unexpected effects of the gradual advance of
capitalism into the far reaches of rural Asia.
 
Both a one-of-a-kind travelogue and a penetrating look at the community that sustains it, The Fate of Rural
Hell is sure to intrigue and inspire conversation as much as Wat Phai Rong Wua itself.
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From reader reviews:

Brandi Huff:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Fate of Rural Hell:
Asceticism and Desire in Buddhist Thailand is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Brandon Francis:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This The Fate of Rural Hell: Asceticism and Desire in Buddhist Thailand book is
readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer of The Fate of Rural Hell: Asceticism and Desire in Buddhist Thailand content conveys objective
easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just
different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Fate of Rural Hell: Asceticism and Desire in
Buddhist Thailand is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Nicholas Schindler:

The guide with title The Fate of Rural Hell: Asceticism and Desire in Buddhist Thailand has a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist
new information the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with
new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

Henry Heath:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This e-book The Fate of Rural Hell: Asceticism and Desire in Buddhist Thailand was filled
concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people
has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you
wanted.
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