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The information world has undergone drastic changes since the publication of the 3rd edition of The Oxford
Guide to Library Research in 2005, and Thomas Mann, a veteran reference librarian at the Library of
Congress, has extensively revised his text to reflect those changes. This book will answer two basic
questions: First, what is the extent of the significant research resources you will you miss if you confine your
research entirely, or even primarily, to sources available on the open Internet? Second, if you are trying to
get a reasonably good overview of the literature on a particular topic, rather than just "something quickly" on
it, what are the several alternative methods of subject searching--which are not available on the Web--that
are usually much more efficient for that purpose than typing keywords into a blank search box, with the
results displayed by relevance-ranking computer algorithms?

This book shows researchers how to do comprehensive research on any topic. It explains the variety of
search mechanisms available, so that the researcher can have the reasonable confidence that s/he has not
overlooked something important. This includes not just lists of resources, but discussions of the ways to
search within them: how to find the best search terms, how to combine the terms, and how to make the
databases (and other sources) show relevant material even when you don't know how to specify the best
search terms in advance. The book's overall structuring by nine methods of searching that are applicable in
any subject area, rather than by subjects or by types of literature, is unique among guides to research. Also
unique is the range and variety of concrete examples of what to do--and of what not to do.

The book is not "about" the Internet: it is about the best alternatives to the Internet--the sources that are not
on the open Web to begin with, that can be found only through research libraries and that are more than ever
necessary for any kind of substantive scholarly research. More than any other research guide available, this
book directly addresses and provides solutions to the serious problems outlined in recent studies
documenting the profound lack of research skills possessed by today's "digital natives."
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From reader reviews:

Amanda Haskin:

This The Oxford Guide to Library Research tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful
person, why. The explanation of this The Oxford Guide to Library Research can be one of the great books
you must have will be giving you more than just simple examining food but feed a person with information
that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere
you go and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Oxford Guide to
Library Research giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

James Crow:

The book untitled The Oxford Guide to Library Research is the e-book that recommended to you to study.
You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The language that writer use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of exploration when write the
book, to ensure the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also will get the
e-book of The Oxford Guide to Library Research from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Nakia Schultz:

The particular book The Oxford Guide to Library Research has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal
makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
scanning this book.

Esta Banks:

You could spend your free time to see this book this book. This The Oxford Guide to Library Research is
simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space
to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can
save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.
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