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In the heroic days of rail travel, you could dine on kippers and champagne aboard the Brighton Belle; smoke
a post-prandial cigar as the Golden Arrow closed in on Paris, or be shaved by the Flying Scotsman's on-
board barber. Everyone from schoolboys to socialites knew of these glamorous 'named trains' and aspired to
ride aboard them.

In Belles and Whistles, Andrew Martin recreates these famous train journeys by travelling aboard their
nearest modern day equivalents. Sometimes their names have survived, even if only as a footnote on a
timetable leaflet, but what has usually - if not always - disappeared is the extravagance and luxury. As
Martin explains how we got from there to here, evocations of the Golden Age contrast with the starker
modern reality: from monogrammed cutlery to stirring sticks, from silence on trains to tannoy
announcements, from compartments to airline seating. For those who wonder whatever happened to porters,
dining cars, mellow lighting, timetables, luggage in advance, trunk murders, the answers are all here.

Martin's five journeys add up to an idiosyncratic history of Britain's railways, combining humour, historical
anecdote and reportage from the present and romantic evocations of the past.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Mazzarella:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you that Belles and Whistles: Journeys Through
Time on Britain's Trains book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Larry Swartz:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you
is you don't know which one you should start with. This Belles and Whistles: Journeys Through Time on
Britain's Trains is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Ana Gaskill:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Belles and Whistles: Journeys Through
Time on Britain's Trains can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
guides have than the others?

Harold Dalton:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
And you know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Belles and
Whistles: Journeys Through Time on Britain's Trains.
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