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Egypt Land is the first comprehensive analysis of the connections between constructions of race and
representations of ancient Egypt in nineteenth-century America. Scott Trafton argues that the American
mania for Egypt was directly related to anxieties over race and race-based slavery. He shows how the
fascination with ancient Egypt among both black and white Americans was manifest in a range of often
contradictory ways. Both groups likened the power of the United States to that of the ancient Egyptian
empire, yet both also identified with ancient Egypt’s victims. As the land which represented the origins of
races and nations, the power and folly of empires, despots holding people in bondage, and the exodus of the
saved from the land of slavery, ancient Egypt was a uniquely useful trope for representing America’s own
conflicts and anxious aspirations.

Drawing on literary and cultural studies, art and architectural history, political history, religious history, and
the histories of archaeology and ethnology, Trafton illuminates anxieties related to race in different
manifestations of nineteenth-century American Egyptomania, including the development of American
Egyptology, the rise of racialized science, the narrative and literary tradition of the imperialist adventure tale,
the cultural politics of the architectural Egyptian Revival, and the dynamics of African American
Ethiopianism. He demonstrates how debates over what the United States was and what it could become
returned again and again to ancient Egypt. From visions of Cleopatra to the tales of Edgar Allan Poe, from
the works of Pauline Hopkins to the construction of the Washington Monument, from the measuring of
slaves’ skulls to the singing of slave spirituals—claims about and representations of ancient Egypt served as
linchpins for discussions about nineteenth-century American racial and national identity.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Dunlap:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for all of us. The book Egypt Land: Race and Nineteenth-Century American
Egyptomania (New Americanists) seemed to be making you to know about other understanding and of
course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The e-book Egypt Land: Race and
Nineteenth-Century American Egyptomania (New Americanists) is not only giving you much more new
information but also being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time
to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book Egypt Land: Race and Nineteenth-Century
American Egyptomania (New Americanists). You never truly feel lose out for everything should you read
some books.

Martina Joseph:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Egypt Land: Race and Nineteenth-Century
American Egyptomania (New Americanists) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world.
Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Maria Lacher:

The event that you get from Egypt Land: Race and Nineteenth-Century American Egyptomania (New
Americanists) is the more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Egypt Land: Race and
Nineteenth-Century American Egyptomania (New Americanists) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The
author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through anyone who read the item
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We recommend you for having this specific Egypt Land: Race and Nineteenth-Century
American Egyptomania (New Americanists) instantly.

Irene Carpenter:

Beside this particular Egypt Land: Race and Nineteenth-Century American Egyptomania (New
Americanists) in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you
feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Egypt Land: Race and Nineteenth-
Century American Egyptomania (New Americanists) because this book offers for you readable information.



Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if
you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from at this point!
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