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In Erotic Exchanges, Nina Kushner reveals the complex world of elite prostitution in eighteenth-century
Paris by focusing on the professional mistresses who dominated it. In this demimonde, these dames
entretenues exchanged sex, company, and sometimes even love for being “kept.” Most of these women
entered the profession unwillingly, either because they were desperate and could find no other means of
support or because they were sold by family members to brothels or to particular men. A small but
significant percentage of kept women, however, came from a theater subculture that actively supported elite
prostitution. Kushner shows that in its business conventions, its moral codes, and even its sexual practices,
the demimonde was an integral part of contemporary Parisian culture.

Kushner’s primary sources include thousands of folio pages of dossiers and other documents generated by
the Paris police as they tracked the lives and careers of professional mistresses, reporting in meticulous, often
lascivious, detail what these women and their clients did. Rather than reduce the history of sex work to the
history of its regulation, Kushner interprets these materials in a way that unlocks these women’s own
experiences. Kushner analyzes prostitution as a form of work, examines the contracts that governed
relationships among patrons, mistresses, and madams, and explores the roles played by money, gifts, and, on
occasion, love in making and breaking the bonds between women and men. This vivid and engaging book
explores elite prostitution not only as a form of labor and as a kind of business but also as a chapter in the
history of emotions, marriage, and the family.
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From reader reviews:

Luis Martin:

Here thing why that Erotic Exchanges: The World of Elite Prostitution in Eighteenth-Century Paris are
different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the
content of it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Erotic Exchanges: The World of Elite
Prostitution in Eighteenth-Century Paris giving you information deeper including different ways, you can
find any reserve out there but there is no e-book that similar with Erotic Exchanges: The World of Elite
Prostitution in Eighteenth-Century Paris. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your personal
eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can
easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are
having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Erotic Exchanges: The World of Elite
Prostitution in Eighteenth-Century Paris in e-book can be your alternate.

Robert Prather:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How people have
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Erotic Exchanges: The World of Elite
Prostitution in Eighteenth-Century Paris book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course
the information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

James Lindberg:

Beside this Erotic Exchanges: The World of Elite Prostitution in Eighteenth-Century Paris in your phone, it
may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will
got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have Erotic Exchanges: The World of Elite Prostitution in Eighteenth-Century Paris
because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what
it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot
be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book in
addition to read it from currently!

Thomas Rasmussen:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You
can choose the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from
it. It is referred to as of book Erotic Exchanges: The World of Elite Prostitution in Eighteenth-Century Paris.
You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and
make you actually happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you



from one spot to other place.
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