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How isit that, half a century after Brown v. Board of Education, educational opportunities remain so unequal
for black and white students, not to mention poor and wealthy ones? In hisimportant new book, Five Miles
Away, A World Apart, James E. Ryan answers this question by tracing the fortunes of two schoolsin
Richmond, Virginia--one in the city and the other in the suburbs. Ryan shows how court rulings in the 1970s,
limiting the scope of desegregation, laid the groundwork for the sharp disparities between urban and
suburban public schools that persist to this day. The Supreme Court, in accord with the wishes of the Nixon
administration, allowed the suburbs to lock nonresidents out of their school systems. City schools, whose
student bodies were becoming increasingly poor and black, ssmply received more funding, a measure that
has proven largely ineffective, while the independence (and superiority) of suburban schools remained
sacrosanct. Weaving together court opinions, social science research, and compelling interviews with
students, teachers, and principals, Ryan explains why all the major education reforms since the 1970s--
including school finance litigation, school choice, and the No Child Left Behind Act--have failed to bridge
the gap between urban and suburban schools and have unintentionally entrenched segregation by race and
class. Aslong asthat segregation continues, Ryan forcefully argues, so too will educational inequality. Ryan
closes by suggesting innovative ways to promote school integration, which would take advantage of
unprecedented demographic shifts and an embrace of diversity among young adults. Exhaustively researched
and elegantly written by one of the nations leading education law scholars, Five Miles Away, A World Apart
ties together, like no other book, a half-centurys worth of education law and politics into a coherent, if
disturbing, whole. It will be of interest to anyone who has ever wondered why our schools are so unequal and
whether there is anything to be done about it.
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From reader reviews:
James Ames:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
them keep up with the erathat is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by studying books. It is agood choice for yourself but the problems coming to anindividual is
you don't know which you should start with. This Five Miles Away, A World Apart: One City, Two Schools,
and the Story of Educational Opportunity in Modern Americais our recommendation so you keep up with
the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Amy Zambrano:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guysthisaren't like that. This Five Miles Away, A World Apart: One City, Two Schools, and the Story of
Educational Opportunity in Modern America book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word
style. Y ou will find the information here are arrange for enjoyabl e studying experience without leaving
actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer regarding Five Miles Away, A World
Apart: One City, Two Schools, and the Story of Educational Opportunity in Modern America content
conveys prospect easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
written content but it just different in the form of it. So, do you even now thinking Five Miles Away, A
World Apart: One City, Two Schools, and the Story of Educational Opportunity in Modern Americais not
loveable to be your top record reading book?

Franklin Richter:

Spent afree time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your personal freetime/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the guide untitled Five Miles Away, A World Apart: One City, Two Schools, and the
Story of Educational Opportunity in Modern America can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best
activity to you.

Brian Rocha;

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find anew activity that islook different you
can read any book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent the entire day to reading a e-book. The book Five Miles Away, A World Apart: One City, Two



Schools, and the Story of Educational Opportunity in Modern Americait israther good to read. There are a
lot of individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not
have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. Y ou can mOore simply to read this
book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.
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