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In 1968 James T. Gillam was a poorly focused college student at Ohio University who was dismissed and
then drafted into the Army. Unlike most African-Americans who entered the Army then, he became a
Sergeant and an instructor at the Fort McClellan Alabama School of Infantry. In September 1968 he joined
the First Battalion, 22nd Regiment of the 4th Infantry Division in Vietham. Within a month he transformed
from an uncertain sergeant-who tried to avoid combat-to an aggressive soldier, killing hisfirst enemy and
planning and executing successful ambushesin the jungle. Gillam was a regular point man and occasional
tunnel rat who fought below ground, an arenathat few people knew about until after the war ended. By
January 1970 he had earned a Combat Infantry Badge and been promoted to Staff Sergeant.

Then Washington's politics and military strategy took his battalion to the border of Cambodia. Search-and-
destroy missions became longer and deadlier. From January to May his unit hunted and killed the enemy in a
series of intense firefights, some of them in close combat. In those months Gillam was shot twice and struck
by shrapnel twice. He became a savage, strangling a soldier in hand-to-hand combat inside a lightless tunnel.
As his mid-summer date to return home approached, Gillam became fiercely determined to come home alive.
The ultimate test of that determination came during the Cambodian invasion. On his last night in Cambodia,
the enemy got inside the wire of the firebase, and the killing became close range and brutal.

Gillam left the Army in June 1970, and within two weeks of his last encounter with death, he was once again
a college student and destined to become a university professor. The nightmares and guilt about killing are
gone, and so is the callous on his soul. Life and Death in the Central Highlandsis a gripping, personal
account of one soldier'swar in the Vietham War.
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From reader reviews:
Katherine Humphrey:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for awhileis reading.
Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is high.
To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this Life and Death in the Central
Highlands: An American Sergeant in the Vietham War, 1968-1970 (North Texas Military Biography and
Memoir Series) book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Susan Chestnut:

The reason? Because this Life and Death in the Central Highlands: An American Sergeant in the Vietnam
War, 1968-1970 (North Texas Military Biography and Memoir Series) is an unordinary book that the inside
of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this
book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside of
easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it isgood for you
because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give you alot of
positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking method.
So, still want to hold up having that book? If | were being you | will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Howard Foster:

Beside this specific Life and Death in the Central Highlands: An American Sergeant in the Vietnam War,
1968-1970 (North Texas Military Biography and Memoir Series) in your phone, it could give you away to
get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might got here
is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good
thing to have Life and Death in the Central Highlands: An American Sergeant in the Vietnam War, 1968-
1970 (North Texas Military Biography and Memoir Series) because this book offersto you personally
readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come
on, that wil happen if you have thisinside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable,
including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it
from now!

Mitchell Wilder:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
guestion was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And
you know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. Y ou have to know that reading
isvery important along with book as to be the issue. Book isimportant thing to add you knowledge, except



your current teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update regarding something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you take to be your abject. One of them is Life and Death in the Central Highlands: An
American Sergeant in the Vietham War, 1968-1970 (North Texas Military Biography and Memoir Series).
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