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On September 4, 1915, hundreds of people gathered in Estes Park, Colorado, to celebrate the creation of
Rocky Mountain National Park. This new nature preserve held the promise of peace, solitude, and rapture
that many city dwellers craved. As Jerry Frank demonstrates, however, the park is much more than a lovely
place.

Rocky Mountain National Park was a keystone in broader efforts to create the National Park Service, and its
history tells us a great deal about Colorado, tourism, and ecology in the American West. To Frank, the
tensions between tourism and ecology have played out across a natural stage that is anything but passive. At
nearly every turn the National Park Service found itself face-to-face with an environment that was difficult to
anticipate—and impossible to control.

Frank first takes readers back to the late nineteenth century, when Colorado boosters—already touting the
Rocky Mountains' restorative power for lung patients—set out to attract more tourists and generate revenue
for the state. He then describes how an ecological perspective came to Rocky in fits and starts, offering a
new way of imagining the park that did not sit comfortably with an entrenched management paradigm
devoted to visitor recreation and comfort.

Frank examines a wide range of popular activities including driving, hiking, skiing, fishing, and wildlife
viewing to consider how they have impacted the park's flora and fauna, often leaving widespread
transformation in their wake. He subjects the decisions of park officials to close but evenhanded scrutiny,
showing how in their zeal to return the park to what they understood as its natural state, they have tinkered
with its features—sometimes with less than desirable results.

Today's Rocky Mountain National Park serves both competing visions, maintaining accessible roads and
vistas for the convenience of tourists while guarding its backcountry to preserve ecological values. As the
park prepares to celebrate its centennial, Frank's book advances our understanding of its past while also
providing an important touchstone for addressing its problems in the present and future.
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From reader reviews:

Peggy Hahne:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this Making
Rocky Mountain National Park: The Environmental History of an American Treasure.

Lynnette Cash:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its deal
with may doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since
fantastic as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be Making Rocky Mountain National Park: The
Environmental History of an American Treasure why because the fantastic cover that make you consider
with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the
outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Irving Carlin:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for you is Making Rocky Mountain National Park: The Environmental History of an
American Treasure this publication consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This
specific book was represented how does the world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to
explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some study when he makes this book. That's why this
book acceptable all of you.

Mark Morrow:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
spirit or real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along
with can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself.



As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Making Rocky Mountain National Park: The Environmental History of an
American Treasure can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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