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On the eastern border of Guatemala and Honduras, pilgrims and travelers flock to the Black Christ of
Esquipulas, a large statue carved from wood depicting Christ on the cross. The Catholic shrine, built in the
late sixteenth century, has become the focal point of admiration and adoration from New Mexico to Panama.
Beyond being a site of popular devotion, however, the Black Christ of Esquipulas was also the scene of
important debates about citizenship and identity in the Guatemalan nation throughout the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries.
 
In The Black Christ of Esquipulas, Douglass Sullivan-González explores the multifaceted appeal of this
famous shrine, its mysterious changes in color over the centuries, and its deeper significance in the spiritual
and political lives of Guatemalans. Reconstructed from letters buried within the restricted Catholic Church
archive in Guatemala City, the debates surrounding the shrine reflect the shifting categories of race and
ethnicity throughout the course of the country’s political trajectory. This “biography” of the Black Christ of
Esquipulas serves as an alternative history of Guatemala and sheds light on some of the most salient themes
in Guatemala’s social and political history: state formation, interethnic dynamics, and church-state tensions.
Sullivan-González’s study provides a holistic understanding of the relevance of faith and ritual to the social
and political history of this influential region.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Whitney:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book called The
Black Christ of Esquipulas: Religion and Identity in Guatemala? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree
with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Annie Hernandez:

The book The Black Christ of Esquipulas: Religion and Identity in Guatemala can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book The Black Christ of
Esquipulas: Religion and Identity in Guatemala? A number of you have a different opinion about book. But
one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along
with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share
all of these. Book The Black Christ of Esquipulas: Religion and Identity in Guatemala has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open
and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Nancy Thornton:

Exactly why? Because this The Black Christ of Esquipulas: Religion and Identity in Guatemala is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the
secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to
regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your skill
and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to
the guide store hurriedly.

Frances McKay:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book The Black Christ of Esquipulas: Religion
and Identity in Guatemala to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise
is developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle
the sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a book
and examine it. Beside that the reserve The Black Christ of Esquipulas: Religion and Identity in Guatemala
can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this



time.
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