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The Inner Touch presents the archaeology of a single sense: the sense of being sentient. Aristotle was
perhaps the first to define this faculty when in his treatise On the Soul he identified a sensory power,
irreducible to the five senses, by which animals perceive that they are perceiving: the simple "sense," as he
wrote, "that we are seeing and hearing." After him, thinkers returned, time and again, to define and redefine
this curious sensation. The classical Greek and Roman philosophers as well as the medieval Arabic, Hebrew,
and Latin thinkers who followed them all investigated a power they called "the common sense," which one
ancient author likened to "a kind of inner touch, by which we are able to grasp ourselves." Their many
findings were not lost with the waning of the Middle Ages. From Montaigne and Francis Bacon to Locke,
Leibniz, and Rousseau, from nineteenth-century psychiatry and neurology to Proust and Walter Benjamin,
the writers and thinkers of the modern period have turned knowingly and unknowing to the terms of older
traditions in exploring the perception that every sensitive being possesses of its life.The Inner Touch
reconstructs and reconsiders the history of this perception. In twenty-five concise chapters that move freely
among ancient, medieval, and modern cultures, Daniel Heller-Roazen investigates a set of exemplary
phenomena that have played central roles in philosophical, literary, psychological, and medical accounts of
the nature of animal existence. Here sensation and self-sensation, sleeping and waking, aesthetics and
anesthetics, perception and apperception, animal nature and human nature, consciousness and
unconsciousness, all acquire a new meaning.The Inner Touch proposes an original, elegant, and far-reaching
philosophical inquiry into a problem that has never been more pressing: what it means to feel that one is
alive.Winner of the Aldo and Jeanne Scaglione Prize for Comparative Literary Studies
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From reader reviews:

Ethel Davidson:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book The Inner Touch: Archaeology of a Sensation. You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any book The
Inner Touch: Archaeology of a Sensation. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world
by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to
know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You
can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Sonya Ewing:

The publication with title The Inner Touch: Archaeology of a Sensation posesses a lot of information that
you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge
the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important
to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you throughout
new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere
you want.

Keri Lo:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Inner Touch: Archaeology of a
Sensation, you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Jesse Eriksen:

Beside this particular The Inner Touch: Archaeology of a Sensation in your phone, it could give you a way to
get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from
your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is good
thing to have The Inner Touch: Archaeology of a Sensation because this book offers to you personally
readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on,
that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and
also read it from right now!
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