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She likes tea, sews, draws on papers and is a self-taught master of tying and untying knots. But she is not a
crafty woman of the DIY set: she is Wattana, an orangutan who lives in the Jardin des Plantes Zoo in Paris.
And it is in Paris where Chris Herzfeld first encounters and becomes impressed by Wattana and her
exceptional abilities with knots. In Wattana: An Orangutan in Paris Herzfeld tells not only Wattana’s
fascinating story, but also the story of orangutans and other primates—including bonobos, chimpanzees, and
gorillas—in captivity.

Offering a uniquely intimate look at the daily lives of captive great apes, Herzfeld uses Wattana’s life to
trace the history of orangutans from their first arrival in Europe in 1776 to the inhabitants of the Zoo of Paris
and other zoos today. She provides a close look at the habits, technical know-how, and skills of Wattana,
who, remarkably, uses strings, paper rolls, rope, and even pieces of wood to make things.  And she
thoughtfully explores how apes individually—and often with ingenuity—come to terms with and adapt to
their captive environments and caretakers. Through these stories, Wattana sympathetically reveals the
extraordinary psychology and distinctive personalities of great apes as well as the interconnections between
animal and human lives, especially in zoos.

Scientists predict that orangutans will disappear from the wild by 2030, and captive animals like Wattana
may, as a result, provide our best chance to understand and appreciate their astonishing intelligence and
abilities. Wattana, the accomplished maker of knots, is the hero of this poignant book, which will enthrall
anyone curious about the lives of our primate cousins.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Settles:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Wattana: An Orangutan in Paris. Try to face the book Wattana: An
Orangutan in Paris as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside
that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book
makes you considerably more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we
need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Brian Wilson:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story
as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is
this Wattana: An Orangutan in Paris.

Jared Smith:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Wattana: An Orangutan in Paris is
simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have
got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to
read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when you buy this book.

Danny Padilla:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known
as of book Wattana: An Orangutan in Paris. You can include your knowledge by it. Without making the
printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most essential that, you must
aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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