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John Ruskin (1819–1900) was the most prominent art and architecture critic of his day. His books,
pamphlets and letters to the press had an in?uence on all classes of society, from road-menders to royalty,
and he still maintains a popular reputation today, though he is remembered less for his views than for his
failed marriage to Ef?e Gray, who left him for the Pre-Raphaelite artist John Everett Millais. Frequently
imagined as a Victorian prude, there was far more to Ruskin than this derisory description suggests.
John Ruskin shows us how Ruskin’s ideas gave a moral character to art, architecture and the Picturesque and
reveals how and why his reputation endures. Ruskin’s devoted parents were convinced that their son was a
genius and encouraged him to write about the moral and spiritual value of art rather than his other major
passion, geology. While his parents lived Ruskin wrote his best works: Modern Painters, The Seven Lamps
of Architecture, The Stones of Venice and Unto This Last. After they died Ruskin seemed lost until he put
himself in the hands of a younger cousin, Joan Severn, who guarded his reputation while his mental
capacities declined, beyond the public gaze, in the Lake District.
This book weaves Ruskin’s life and work into a fascinating narrative about Victorian society: Ruskin
understood art, its beauty and wonder, as a solution to the miseries of the urban poor and the key to living a
worthwhile life. Offering fresh readings of Ruskin’s major texts, this is an engaging biography of the artist’s
life and times.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Kelly:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This John Ruskin (Critical Lives) book is readable through you who hate the
perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience
without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer connected with John
Ruskin (Critical Lives) content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking John
Ruskin (Critical Lives) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Iris Robertson:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want
experience happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual John
Ruskin (Critical Lives) is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Jerry Thomas:

This book untitled John Ruskin (Critical Lives) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, here
is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this book in the
book shop or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason
to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Brent Whitty:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is John Ruskin (Critical Lives) this e-book consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how do the world has grown up. The
dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some exploration
when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.
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