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Philip Il isafascinating and enigmatic figure in Spanish history, but it was his | etrados--professional
bureaucrats and ministerstrained in law--who made his vast castilian empire possible. In Juan de Ovando,
Stafford Poole traces the life and career of akey minister in the king’' s government to explore the role that
letrados played in Spanish society as they sought to displace the higher nobility in the administration through
a system based upon merit.

Juan de Ovando was an industrious, discerning, and loyal servant, yet, like all letrados, he owed his position
to royal favor. Ovando began his career as an ecclesiastical judge and inquisitor in Seville. From there, at the
king's order, he undertook the reform of the University of Alcala de Henares, one of his most enduring
achievements. Appointed then to the supreme council of the Spanish Inquisition, Ovando was commissioned
to investigate the Council of the Indies, over which he eventually presided. In this role, Ovando began
codifying laws and collecting information about Spain’s overseas possessions through the famed Relaciones
geograficas--wide-ranging surveys of daily lifein the New World. He devised long-term and forward-
looking colonial policies for New Spain while, also serving as president of the Council of Finance, he sought
to bring order to Spain’s chaotic financia situation.

Pool€e’ s biography of Juan de Ovando provides an intimate view of the day-to-day influence letrados wielded
over the Spanish colonial machine.
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From reader reviews:
Debra Richardson:

The guide untitled Juan de Ovando: Governing the Spanish Empirein the Reign of Philip Il isthe reserve
that recommended to you to read. Y ou can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to
you actually. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The copy writer was did alot of investigation when write the book, hence the information that they share to
your account is absolutely accurate. Y ou also might get the e-book of Juan de Ovando: Governing the
Spanish Empirein the Reign of Philip Il from the publisher to make you much more enjoy freetime.

James Smith:

Do you redly one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic asin the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer might be Juan de Ovando: Governing the Spanish Empire in the Reign of Philip Il why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually.
Theinside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading sixth sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.

Eleanor Abney:

Y ou may spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Juan de Ovando: Governing the Spanish
Empire in the Reign of Philip Il is simpleto create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book.
It ismake you easier to read it. Y ou can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are
alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Kenneth Kan:

Beside this particular Juan de Ovando: Governing the Spanish Empire in the Reign of Philip Il in your
phone, it could give you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an
aged people livein narrow commune. It is good thing to have Juan de Ovando: Governing the Spanish
Empirein the Reign of Philip I because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to
happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from currently!
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