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American environmentalism is defined by its icons: the “Crying Indian,” who shed a tear in response to litter
and pollution; the cooling towers of Three Mile Island, site of a notorious nuclear accident; the sorrowful
spectacle of oil-soaked wildlife following the ExxonValdez spill; and, more recently, Al Gore delivering his
global warming slide show in An Inconvenient Truth. These images, and others like them, have helped make
environmental consciousness central to American public culture. Yet most historical accounts ignore the
crucial role images have played in the making of popular environmentalism, let alone the ways that they have
obscured other environmental truths.

 

Finis Dunaway closes that gap with Seeing Green. Considering a wide array of images—including pictures
in popular magazines, television news, advertisements, cartoons, films, and political posters—he shows how
popular environmentalism has been entwined with mass media spectacles of crisis. Beginning with
radioactive fallout and pesticides during the 1960s and ending with global warming today, he focuses on key
moments in which media images provoked environmental anxiety but also prescribed limited forms of
action. Moreover, he shows how the media have blamed individual consumers for environmental degradation
and thus deflected attention from corporate and government responsibility. Ultimately, Dunaway argues,
iconic images have impeded efforts to realize—or even imagine—sustainable visions of the future.

 

Generously illustrated, this innovative book will appeal to anyone interested in the history of
environmentalism or in the power of the media to shape our politics and public life.
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From reader reviews:

Nichelle Shive:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Seeing Green: The Use and Abuse of
American Environmental Images will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if
you can know about almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make
you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best
book or appropriate book with you?

Rosemary Lafleur:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Seeing Green: The Use and
Abuse of American Environmental Images that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means
of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
a great deal better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that
reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all
you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick Seeing Green: The Use and Abuse
of American Environmental Images become your current starter.

Lorenzo Lowe:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Seeing Green: The Use and Abuse of American
Environmental Images why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Troy Kemp:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Seeing Green: The Use and Abuse of American
Environmental Images can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have
than the others?
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