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In early 1840, abolitionists founded the Liberty Party as a political outlet for their antislavery beliefs. A mere
eight years later, bolstered by the increasing slavery debate and growing sectional conflict, the party had
grown to challenge the two mainstream political factions in many areas. In The Liberty Party, 1840--1848,
Reinhard O. Johnson provides the first comprehensive history of this short-lived but important third party,
detailing how it helped to bring the antislavery movement to the forefront of American politics and became
the central institutional vehicle in the fight against the "peculiar institution."

As the major instrument of antislavery sentiment, the Liberty organization was more than a political party
and included not only eligible voters but also disfranchised African Americans and women. Most party
members held evangelical beliefs, and as Johnson relates, an intense religiosity permeated most of the
group's activities. At least eight U.S. senators, eighteen members of the House of Representatives, five state
governors, and two justices of the Supreme Court were among the many Liberty Party members with
distinguished careers in the public and private sectors. Though most early Liberty supporters came from the
Whig Party, an increasing number of former Democrats joined the party as it matured.

Johnson discusses the Liberty Party's founding and its national growth through the presidential election of
1844; its struggles to define itself amid serious internal disagreements over philosophy, strategy, and tactics
in the ensuing years; and the reasons behind its decline and merger into the Free Soil coalition in 1848. Since
most Liberty Party activities occurred at the state level, Johnson treats the history of each state party in
considerable detail, demonstrating how the party developed differently state by state and illustrating how
these differences blended with the national view of the party.

Informative appendices include statewide results for all presidential and gubernatorial elections between
1840 and 1848, the Liberty Party's 1844 platform, and short biographies of every Liberty member mentioned
in the main text of the book. Epic in scope and encyclopedic in detail, The Liberty Party, 1840--1848 will
serve as an invaluable reference for anyone interested in nineteenth-century American politics.
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From reader reviews:

Brent Abramson:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will want this The Liberty Party, 1840-1848: Antislavery Third-Party Politics in the
United States (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World).

Betty Giuliani:

The publication with title The Liberty Party, 1840-1848: Antislavery Third-Party Politics in the United States
(Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World) has lot of information that you can understand it. You can
get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new information the information that exist in
this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the internationalization. You can read
the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Jason Caldwell:

You will get this The Liberty Party, 1840-1848: Antislavery Third-Party Politics in the United States
(Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or
reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are
various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern
era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose
your ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make
your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Mary Varnum:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by
book. Amount types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims The
Liberty Party, 1840-1848: Antislavery Third-Party Politics in the United States (Antislavery, Abolition, and
the Atlantic World).
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