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In this book Ben Lowe examines the developing language of peace in late medieval and Renaissance
England. He challenges the popular assumption that this was simply an age of war during which ideas of
peace exercised very little impact on society and government. He offers a close reading of English writers on
peace, integrating this analysis with careful attention to the political context, particularly during times of war,
when calls for peace were more vocal. Lowe traces the concept of peace from its early Christian usage up to
the sixteenth century. He focuses on the long period of foreign wars (1349–1560), often punctuated by
domestic unrest, when theories of peace were increasingly discussed within the larger context of war and
policymaking. Such practical concerns invariably led to a richer and more varied peace discourse. For
instance, Lowe is able to show a shift in discussion away from platitudes—such as the restoration of
goodwill among Christians—toward a more hard-headed set of foreign-policy problems, such as famine,
inflation, disruption of trade, and the maintenance of the king's honor. He draws on an extraordinarily wide
variety of sources, including theological and philosophical works, sermons, official prayers, moral treatises,
commentaries, military handbooks, legal texts, state papers, chronicles, fiction, popular ballads, diaries, and
personal letters.

Imagining Peace will appeal to others beyond historians of late medieval and early modern England. Lowe
applies methods from other disciplines, especially literary and cultural studies and political theory. His
analysis takes into account the problems and limitations of reconstructing past thought and determining
authorial intent. Nonetheless, the text remains surprisingly free of technical jargon, making this a timely
book for anyone interested in the origins of pacifism.
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From reader reviews:

Marcus Casale:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Imagining Peace: A History of Early English Pacifist Ideas.
You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the
book Imagining Peace: A History of Early English Pacifist Ideas. You can add understanding and of course
you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize
everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until
wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet
product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Melvin Bragg:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the e-book untitled Imagining Peace: A History of Early English Pacifist Ideas can
be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Robert Schneck:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Imagining Peace: A History of Early
English Pacifist Ideas book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can
be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism Imagining Peace: A
History of Early English Pacifist Ideas as good book not simply by the cover but also from the content. This
is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense
to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to
another sixth sense.

Elsie Wallace:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet.
Every year was exactly added. This e-book Imagining Peace: A History of Early English Pacifist Ideas was
filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence.
Some people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book,
you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you just
wanted.
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