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Iris Barry (1895–1969) was one of the first critics to recognize film as an art form. The mother of film
preservation internationally, she founded the film department at New York City's Museum of Modern Art
and became its first curator, cementing film’s critical legitimacy. Drawing on letters, memorabilia, and other
documentary sources, Robert Sitton reconstructs Barry's remarkable life and work, sharing the story of a
thoroughly modern muse and mentor to some of the most influential artists of her day. Although she had the
bearing of a British aristocrat, Barry was the self-educated daughter of a brass founder and a palm-reader
from the Isle of Man. An aspiring poet, her early work attracted the attention of Ezra Pound, whose letters to
Barry comprise the essence of his thoughts on writing. Moving to London at Pound's suggestion in 1917,
Barry joined a demimonde of Bloomsbury figures, including Ford Maddox Ford, T. S. Eliot, Arthur Waley,
Edith Sitwell, and William Butler Yeats, and fell in love with Pound’s eccentric fellow Vorticist, Wyndham
Lewis. During these tumultuous years, Barry launched a career as a novelist, biographer, and critic of motion
pictures, which were dismissed as lower-class amusements. She wrote articles for the Spectator positioning
film as a new art form and in 1925 cofounded the London Film Society. Emigrating to America in 1930,
Barry joined the modernist Askew Salon, where she met Alfred Barr Jr., the director of the new Museum of
Modern Art. Barr helped Barry establish a film library and convince powerful Hollywood interests to submit
their work for exhibition, creating a significant new respect for film and prompting the founding of the
International Federation of Film Archives, for which Barry served as Life President. Barry continued to
augment MoMA’s film library until World War II, when she joined the Office of Strategic Services to
develop pro-American films with Orson Welles, Walt Disney, John Houston, Samuel Goldwyn, and Frank
Capra. Yet despite these patriotic efforts, Barry’s “foreignness” and association with such filmmakers as
Luis Buñuel made her the target of an anticommunist witch hunt. She eventually left for France, working for
MoMA only as consultant. Barry died in obscurity, her contribution to film and cultural history largely
forgotten. Sitton reclaims her phenomenal achievements while recasting the political involvement of artistic
institutions in the early twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Melanie Tuck:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a reserve. Book
has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Alongside that you
can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Lady in the Dark: Iris Barry and the Art of Film will
make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every little
thing. But some of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why
they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Delores Nault:

This Lady in the Dark: Iris Barry and the Art of Film is great e-book for you because the content which is
full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Lady in the
Dark: Iris Barry and the Art of Film in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book
already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?

David Anthony:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Lady in the Dark: Iris Barry and the
Art of Film which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Tina West:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Lady in the Dark: Iris Barry and the Art of
Film as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel
would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially.
Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science book,
any other book likes Lady in the Dark: Iris Barry and the Art of Film to make your spare time considerably
more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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