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"Lyrical, shrewd, and daring novelist Nahai...writes with acute emotional and nearly anthropological
perception, laser-wit, and deep compassion....With touches of magic realism, extraordinary characters, and a
spiraling, multigenerational plot involving fraud, a murder mystery, epic suffering, heroic generosity,
women's struggle for freedom, and the clash between East and West, Nahai's mythic, tragic, often beautiful
immigrant family saga illuminates timeless questions of prejudice, trauma, inheritance, loyalty, and love."
--Booklist, Starred review

"A riveting tale....Readers will be well rewarded."
--Publishers Weekly, Starred review

"What results is a novel that feels more universal than anything, and an engrossing, expansive epic that
charts not only thousands years of Iranian Jewish life, but the brutality of one family's survival amidst
revolution and cultural upheaval."
--Kirkus Reviews, Feature on Gina B. Nahai

"One of Nahai's gifts is her astute observation of this community, her own, which she describes with
unsparing precision."
--Los Angeles Review of Books

"[Nahai's] novel has an intoxicating and driving rhythm that pulls you right in...[a] beautiful book."
--Jewish Journal of Greater Los Angeles

"Simultaneously ironic, dramatic, and witty."
--BBC

"An energetically inventive epic...Nahai's boisterous, sardonic, sometimes-lurid portrait of a community and
the devil in its midst offers unusual, engrossing storytelling."
--Kirkus Reviews

One of Jewish Journal's Noteworthy Books for the New Year

One of Jewish Woman Magazine's 8 Great Fall Reads

One of Publishers Weekly's Big Indie Books of Fall 2014

One of Library Journal's 25 Key Indie Fiction Titles for Fall 2014-Winter 2015

"Orange Prize and IMPAC Award finalist Nahai (Moonlight on the Avenue of Faith) returns after seven
years with a distinctive look at Iranian Jewish life in America, featuring a Los Angeles-based family
hounded for decades by an unprincipled financier from their own community. His disappearance upends
everything."
--Library Journal Prepub Alert



Included in Library Journal's "Books That Buzzed at BEA" Roundup, the first word on titles and trends from
Barbara Hoffert, Editor

"With The Luminous Heart of Jonah S., Orange Prize and IMPAC Award finalist Gina B. Nahai returns after
seven years with another novel of bristly beauty, offering a distinctive look at Iranian Jewish life in
America."
--Library Journal, Books for the Masses/Editors' Picks BEA 2014

From Tehran to Los Angeles, The Luminous Heart of Jonah S. is a sweeping saga that tells the story of the
Soleymans, an Iranian Jewish family tormented for decades by Raphael's Son, a crafty and unscrupulous
financier who has futilely claimed to be an heir to the family's fortune. Forty years later in contemporary Los
Angeles, Raphael's Son has nearly achieved his goal--until he suddenly disappears, presumed by many to
have been murdered. The possible suspects are legion: his long-suffering wife; numerous members of the
Soleyman clan exacting revenge; the scores of investors he bankrupted in a Ponzi scheme; or perhaps even
his disgruntled bookkeeper and longtime confidant.

Award-winning novelist Gina B. Nahai pulls back the curtain on a close-knit community that survived
centuries of persecution in Iran before settling and thriving in the United States, but now finds itself divided
to the core by one of its own members. By turns hilarious and affecting, The Luminous Heart of Jonah S.
examines the eternal bonds of family and community, and the lasting scars of exile.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby House:

Within other case, little folks like to read book The Luminous Heart of Jonah S.. You can choose the best
book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a new book The Luminous
Heart of Jonah S.. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely
right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you
will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era,
you can open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

John Ferguson:

This The Luminous Heart of Jonah S. is great book for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if
you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The
Luminous Heart of Jonah S. in your hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We
can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that.
So , this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Nancy Jones:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for you is The Luminous Heart of Jonah S. this e-book consist a lot of the information of the
condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the world has grown up. The language
styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

Jeff Weaver:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This publication The Luminous Heart of Jonah S. was filled with regards to science.
Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has
several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy
to read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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