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To praise Jane Austen's novels only as stylistic masterpiecesis to strip them of the historical, cultural, and
literary contexts that might otherwise illuminate them. By focusing primarily on the political, historical,
satiric, actively intertextual, and deeply sexualized text of Persuasion, Jocelyn Harris seeks to reconcile the
so-called insignificance of her content with her high canonical status, for Austen’s interactions with real and
imagined worlds prove her to be innovative, even revolutionary.

This book answers common assertions that Austen’s content is restricted; that being uneducated and a
woman, she could only write unconsciously, realistically, and autobiographically of what she knew; that her
national and sexual politics were reactionary; and that her novels serve mainly as havens from reality. Such
ideas arose from literal readings of Austen’s letters, the family’s representation of her as a gentle, unlearned
genius, and the assumption that she could not write about the Napoleonic Wars. Persuasion is, though,
permeated with references to war as well as peace.

Harris suggests that Persuasion may respond to Walter Scott’s review of Emma, Austen’s correspondence
with Fanny Knight, hostile reviews of Frances Burney’s The Wanderer, contemporary attacks on the novel,
and her own defense of fiction in Northanger Abbey. Self-critical in revision, Austen calls on Byron,
Shakespeare, Napoleon, and Cook to modify wartime constructions of English masculinity such as Southey’s
Nelson. Similarly, her critique of Scott’sfirst three novels confirms that her attitude toward class and gender
isfar from reactionary.

Persuasion reveals Austen’ s patriotism, her pioneering lyricism, and her hopes for sexua equality. Although
like Turner she portrays Lyme as sublime and liminally open to change, she attacks Bath, a city shadowed by
mortality and corruption, with a savage indignation characteristic of contemporary satire. Persuasion
sketches a society founded on merit and distributive justice, its turn from woe to joy derived not so much
from her own life as from the seasonal resurrections of Shakespeare' s late tragicomedies, her religious
beliefs, and the nation’s mixed grief and jubilee after Waterloo. Harris draws on new information to argue
that Austen is an outward looking, intertextually aware, and remarkably self-conscious author.
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From reader reviews:
Lauren Joseph:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by ae-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book isimportant factor to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book A Revolution Almost Beyond Expression:
Jane Austen's Persuasion will make you to always be smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more confidence if
you can know about almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you
bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or
appropriate book with you?

Jeffrey Paolucci:

The book A Revolution Almost Beyond Expression: Jane Austen's Persuasion will bring someone to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe theideais very unique. Should you try to find
new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book A Revolution Almost Beyond Expression:
Jane Austen's Persuasion is much recommended to you to read. You can aso get the e-book through the
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

AllieLittlefield:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this A Revolution Almost Beyond
Expression: Jane Austen's Persuasion e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make
book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism A Revolution
Almost Beyond Expression: Jane Austen's Persuasion as good book not just by the cover but also from the
content. Thisis one book that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another
sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense aready alerted you so why you
have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Marilyn Oxford:

Y ou may spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This A Revolution Almost Beyond Expression:
Jane Austen's Persuasion is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you
did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you
easier to read it. Y ou can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are alot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.
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