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From its earliest days as a royal settlement fronting the pyramids of Giza to its current manifestation as the
largest metropolis in Africa, Cairo has forever captured the urban pulse of the Middle East. In Cairo:
Histories of a City, Nezar AlSayyad narrates the many Cairos that have existed throughout time, offering a
panoramic view of the city’s history unmatched in temporal and geographic scope, through an in-depth
examination of its architecture and urban form.

In twelve vignettes, accompanied by drawings, photographs, and maps, AlSayyad details the shifts in Cairo’s
built environment through stories of important figures who marked the cityscape with their personal
ambitions and their political ideologies. The city is visually reconstructed and brought to life not only as a
physical fabric but also as a social and political order?a city built within, upon, and over, resulting in a
present-day richly layered urban environment. Each chapter attempts to capture a defining moment in the life
trajectory of a city loved for all of its evocations and contradictions. Throughout, AlSayyad illuminates not
only the spaces that make up Cairo but also the figures that shaped them, including its chroniclers, from
Herodotus to Mahfouz, who recorded the deeds of great and ordinary Cairenes alike. He pays particular
attention to how the imperatives of Egypt's various rulers and regimes?from the pharaohs to Sadat and
beyond?have inscribed themselves in the city that residents navigate today.
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From reader reviews:

Pat Swartz:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Cairo: Histories of a City is
our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want
and need in this era.

Barbara Palmer:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a publication. The book Cairo: Histories of a City it is quite good to read. There are a
lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did
not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to
read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Carol Sage:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Cairo: Histories of a City
which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Christopher Hartwick:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Cairo: Histories of a City as well as others sources
were given information for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and
more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science book, any other book likes Cairo: Histories of
a City to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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