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In this innovative analysis of the interconnections between nation and aesthetics in the United States during
the late nineteenth century and the early twentieth, David A. Gerstner reveals the crucial role of early cinema
in consolidating a masculine ideal under American capitalism. Gerstner describes how cinema came to be
considered the art form of the New World and how its experimental qualities infused other artistic traditions
(many associated with Europe—painting, literature, and even photography) with new life: brash, virile,
American life. He argues that early filmmakers were as concerned with establishing cinema’s standing in
relation to other art forms as they were with storytelling. Focusing on the formal dimensions of early-
twentieth-century films, he describes how filmmakers drew on European and American theater, literature,
and painting to forge a national aesthetic that equated democracy with masculinity.

Gerstner provides in-depth readings of several early American films, illuminating their connections to a wide
range of artistic traditions and cultural developments, including dance, poetry, cubism, realism, romanticism,
and urbanization. He shows how J. Stuart Blackton and Theodore Roosevelt developed The Battle Cry of
Peace (1915) to disclose cinema’s nationalist possibilities during the era of the new twentieth-century urban
frontier; how Paul Strand and Charles Sheeler positioned a national avant-garde through the fusion of
“American Cubism” and industrialization in their film, Manhatta (1921); and how Oscar Micheaux drew on
slave narratives and other African American artistic traditions as he grappled with the ideological terms of
African American and white American manhood in his movie Within Our Gates (1920). Turning to Vincente
Minnelli’s Cabin in the Sky (1943), Gerstner points to the emergence of an aesthetic of cultural excess that
brought together white and African American cultural producers—many of them queer—and troubled the
equation of national arts with masculinity.
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From reader reviews:

Martin Sanchez:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time
to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible
Manly Arts: Masculinity and Nation in Early American Cinema? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before.
Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Vincent Overly:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Manly Arts: Masculinity and Nation in
Early American Cinema book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Matthew Fry:

Manly Arts: Masculinity and Nation in Early American Cinema can be one of your basic books that are good
idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase
your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Manly Arts:
Masculinity and Nation in Early American Cinema yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the
hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information can
certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Jerry Montgomery:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for you is Manly Arts: Masculinity and Nation in Early American Cinema this e-book consist
a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how do the
world has grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer
made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.
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