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From historian David Priestland, this is remarkable book proposes a radical approach to how we see our
world and who runs it We live in an age ruled by merchants. Competition, flexibility and profit are still the
common currency, even at a time when Western countries have been driven off a cliff by these very values.
But will it always be this way? David Priestland argues for the predominance in any society of one of three
broad value systems - that of the merchant (commercial and competitive); the soldier (aristocratic and
militaristic); and the sage (bureaucratic or creative). These 'castes' struggle alongside the worker (egalitarian
and artisanal) for power, and when they achieve supremacy, they can have such a strong hold over us that it
is almost impossible to imagine life outside their grip. And yet there does come a point of drastic change,
usually because one caste becomes too dominant. The result is economic crisis, war or revolution, and
eventually a new caste takes over. Priestland argues, we are now in the midst of a period with all the classic
signs of imminent change. As the history of the last century shows, there is good reason to be fearful of the
forces that this failure may unleash. Merchant, Soldier, Sage is both a masterful dissection of our current
predicament and a brilliant piece of history. The world will not look the same after you read this book.
Reviews: 'We have here a gripping, argument-led history, efforlessly moving between New York, Tokyo and
Berlin, from the Reformation to the 2008 economic crisis ... dazzling ... here, at last, is a work that places the
current crisis in a longer history of seismic shifts in the balance of social power' Frank Trentman, BBC
History Magazine 'Concise but extremely ambitious ... well worth pondering and reflecting on ... among the
many contributions to the dissection of our current predicament, this is surely one of the most thought-
provoking' Sir Richard J Evans, Guardian 'Stimulating ... In illustrating these larger processes of caste
conflict and caste collaboration, the author offers crisp portraits of entrepreneurs, economists and warriors ...
Sparkling prose and ... arresting comparisons' Ramachandra Guha, Financial Times About the author: David
Priestland has studied Communism in all its forms for many years, in both Oxford and Moscow State
Universities. He is University Lecturer in Modern History at Oxford and a Fellow of St. Edmund Hall, and
the author of Stalinism and the Politics of Mobilization. The Red Flag was shortlisted for the
Longman/History Today prize.
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From reader reviews:

Beatrice Pearson:

This book untitled Merchant Soldier Sage to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, this is
because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific
book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too.
It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is
no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Noah Hansell:

The reason why? Because this Merchant Soldier Sage is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve
waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book
close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages
than the other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still
want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Susan Dixon:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
sorts of book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The Merchant Soldier Sage will give you new experience in looking at a book.

Dixie Santiago:

Beside that Merchant Soldier Sage in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge
or data. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't always
be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Merchant
Soldier Sage because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book but you
would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that?
Find this book and also read it from at this point!
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