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Freedom on the Fatal Shore brings together John Hirst's two books on the early history of New South Wales.
Both are classic accounts which have had a profound effect on the understanding of our history. This
combined edition includes a new foreword by the author.

Convicts with their "own time", convicts with legal rights, convicts making money, convicts getting drunk -
what sort of prison was this? Hirst describes how the convict colony actually worked and how Australian
democracy cameinto being, despite the opposition of the most powerful. He writes: "This was not a society
that had to become free; its freedoms were well established from the earliest times."

“Colonial Australiawas amore ‘normal’ place than one might imagine from the folkloric picture of society
governed by the lash and the triangle, composed of groaning white slaves tyrannised by ruthless masters. The
book that best conveys this and has rightly become alandmark in recent studies of the System isJ.B. Hirst’s
Convict Society and Its Enemies.” —Robert Hughes, The Fatal Shore

“Anyone with an interest in Australian political culture will find The Strange Birth of Colonial Democracy
invaluable.” —Professor Colin Hughes, former Electoral Commissioner for the Commonwealth

John Hirst was a member of the History Department at La Trobe University from 1968 to 2007. He has
written many books on Australian history, including Convict Society and Its Enemies, The Srange Birth of
Colonial Democracy, The Sentimental Nation, Sense and Nonsense in Australian History and The Shortest
History of Europe.
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From reader reviews:
John L opez:

The book Freedom on the Fatal Shore: Australia's First Colony can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book
Freedom on the Fatal Shore: Australia's First Colony? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim this book can give many factsfor us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other;
you could share al of these. Book Freedom on the Fatal Shore: Australia’s First Colony has simple shape
however you know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can appearance the enormous world by
wide open and read areserve. So it is very wonderful.

Jessie Orlando:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Freedom on the Fatal
Shore: Australia's First Colony that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then
how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you could pick Freedom on the Fatal Shore: Australias First Colony become
your own personal starter.

Debra Shortt:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Freedom on the Fatal Shore: Australia's
First Colony book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and writing skill only for eliminate your persona hunger then you still hesitation Freedom on the Fatal

Shore: Australias First Colony as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. Thisis one
publication that can break don't ascertain book by itsinclude, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to
pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already aerted you so why you have to listening to
yet another sixth sense.

Dixie Jones:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why
S0 many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book and also novel and Freedom on the Fatal Shore: Australia's First
Colony or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book,
you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even students especially.
Those publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve,



any other book likes Freedom on the Fatal Shore: Australia's First Colony to make your spare time a lot more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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