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“You are about to play a personal part in pushing the Germans out of France. Whatever part you
take—rifleman, hospital orderly, mechanic, pilot, clerk, gunner, truck driver—you will be an essential factor
in a great effort.”

 

As American soldiers fanned out from their beachhead in Normandy in June of 1944 and began the liberation
of France, every soldier carried that reminder in his kit. A compact trove of knowledge and reassurance,
Instructions for American Servicemen in France during World War II was issued to soldiers just before they
embarked for France to help them understand both why they were going and what they’d find when they got
there. After lying unseen in Army archives for decades, this remarkable guide is now available in a new
facsimile edition that reproduces the full text and illustrations of the original along with a new introduction
by Rick Atkinson setting the book in context.       

            Written in a straightforward, personal tone, the pamphlet is equal parts guidebook, cultural snapshot,
and propaganda piece. A central aim is to dispel any prejudices American soldiers may have about the
French—especially relating to their quick capitulation in 1940. Warning soldiers that the defeat “is a raw
spot which the Nazis have been riding” since the occupation began, Instructions is careful to highlight
France’s long historical role as a major U.S. ally. Following that is a brief, fascinating sketch of the French
character (“The French are mentally quick;” “Rich or poor, they are economical”) and stark reminders of the
deprivation the French have endured under occupation. Yet an air of reassuring confidence pervades the final
section of the pamphlet, which reads like a straightforward tourists’ guide to Paris and the provinces—like a
promise of better days to come once the soldiers complete their mission.

            Written by anonymous War Department staffers to meet the urgent needs of the moment, with no
thought of its historical value, Instructionsfor American Servicemen in France during World War II
nevertheless brings to vivid life the closing years of World War II—when optimism was growing, but a long,
demanding road still lay ahead.
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From reader reviews:

Irene Gwyn:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are
reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Instructions for American Servicemen in France during World War II.

Mary Torres:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Instructions
for American Servicemen in France during World War II suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled Instructions for American Servicemen in France during
World War IIis the one of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many
men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever
know ahead of. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
know the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you
to see the represented of the world on this book.

Meredith Butler:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Instructions for American Servicemen in
France during World War II can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
books have than the others?

Delaine Valencia:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This reserve Instructions for American Servicemen in France during World War II
was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research competence.
Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can
feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.
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