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By far one of the most important objects of worship in the Buddhist traditions, the bodhisattva
Avalokitesvara is regarded as the embodiment of compassion. He has been widely revered throughout the
Buddhist countries of Asia since the early centuries of the Common Era. While he was closely identified
with the royalty in South and Southeast Asia, and the Tibetans continue to this day to view the Dalai Lamas
as his incarnations, in China he became a she?Kuan-yin, the "Goddess of Mercy"?and has a very different
history. The causes and processes of this metamorphosis have perplexed Buddhist scholars for centuries.

In this groundbreaking, comprehensive study, Chün-fang Yü discusses this dramatic transformation of the
(male) Indian bodhisattva Avalokitesvara into the (female) Chinese Kuan-yin?from a relatively minor figure
in the Buddha's retinue to a universal savior and one of the most popular deities in Chinese religion.

Focusing on the various media through which the feminine Kuan-yin became constructed and domesticated
in China, Yü thoroughly examines Buddhist scriptures, miracle stories, pilgrimages, popular literature, and
monastic and local gazetteers?as well as the changing iconography reflected in Kuan-yin's images and
artistic representations?to determine the role this material played in this amazing transformation. The book
eloquently depicts the domestication of Kuan-yin as a case study of the indigenization of Buddhism in China
and illuminates the ways this beloved deity has affected the lives of all Chinese people down the ages.
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From reader reviews:

Bernice Fugate:

The publication untitled Kuan-yin : the Chinese transformation of Avalokitesìvara is the book that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The
language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author
was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely
accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Kuan-yin : the Chinese transformation of
Avalokitesìvara from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Raymond Striegel:

The reason? Because this Kuan-yin : the Chinese transformation of Avalokitesìvara is an unordinary book
that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it
is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will
give you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Rose Ibarra:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you study a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Kuan-yin : the Chinese transformation of Avalokitesìvara will give you a new experience in
looking at a book.

Cynthia Tso:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should
do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many
books in the top list in your reading list is usually Kuan-yin : the Chinese transformation of Avalokitesìvara.
This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person.
By looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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