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Historian Jesse F. Ballenger traces the emergence of senility as a cultural category from the late nineteenth
century to the 1980s, a period in which Alzheimer's disease became increasingly associated with the
terrifying prospect of losing one's self. Changes in American society and culture have complicated the notion
of selfhood, Ballenger finds. No longer an ascribed status, selfhood must be carefully and willfully
constructed. Thus, losing one's ability to sustain a coherent self-narrative is considered one of life's most
dreadful losses. As Ballenger writes "senility haunts the landscape of the self-made man."

Stereotypes of senility and Alzheimer's disease are related to anxiety about the coherence, stability, and
agency of the self?stereotypes that are transforming perceptions of old age in modern America.

Drawing on scientific, clinical, policy, and popular discourses on aging and dementia, Ballenger explores
early twentieth-century concepts of aging and the emergence of gerontology to understand and distinguish
normal aging from disease. In addition, he examines American psychiatry's approaches to the treatment of
senility and scientific attempts to understand the brain pathology of dementia.

Ballenger's work contributes to our understanding of the emergence and significance of dementia as a major
health issue.
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From reader reviews:

Quincy Eddy:

The book Self, Senility, and Alzheimer's Disease in Modern America: A History can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book Self,
Senility, and Alzheimer's Disease in Modern America: A History? A number of you have a different opinion
about guide. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could give for each other; you
are able to share all of these. Book Self, Senility, and Alzheimer's Disease in Modern America: A History
has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the
enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Marcos Gorman:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Self, Senility,
and Alzheimer's Disease in Modern America: A History suitable to you? The actual book was written by
popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled Self, Senility, and Alzheimer's Disease in Modern
America: A Historyis a single of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired
lots of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever
know before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the
core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world within this book.

Ethelyn Allen:

Beside this specific Self, Senility, and Alzheimer's Disease in Modern America: A History in your phone, it
can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge
you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in
narrow commune. It is good thing to have Self, Senility, and Alzheimer's Disease in Modern America: A
History because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get
what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option
here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this
book and also read it from right now!

David Auman:

This Self, Senility, and Alzheimer's Disease in Modern America: A History is brand-new way for you who
has interest to look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this
Self, Senility, and Alzheimer's Disease in Modern America: A History can be the light food to suit your
needs because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build



itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in
book form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So ,
don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life as well as knowledge.
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