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The acclaimed author of A Prayer for the Dying brings all his narrative gifts to bear on this gripping
account of tragedy and heroism-the great Hartford circus fire of 1944.

Halfway through a midsummer afternoon performance, Ringling Brothers Barnum and Bailey Circus's big
top caught fire. The tent had been waterproofed with a mixture of paraffin and gasoline; in seconds it was
burning out of control, and more than 8,000 people were trapped inside. Drawing on interviews with
hundreds of survivors, O'Nan skillfully re-creates the horrific events and illuminates the psychological
oddities of human behavior under stress: the mad scramble for the exits; the hero who tossed dozens of
children to safety before being trampled to death.

Brilliantly constructed and exceptionally moving, The Circus Fire is history at its most compelling.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Gonzalo Barnes:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand
than other is high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of The Circus Fire: A
True Story of an American Tragedy book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Jenny Davis:

The feeling that you get from The Circus Fire: A True Story of an American Tragedy may be the more deep
you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Circus Fire: A True Story of an American Tragedy giving
you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood
through anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific
book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of The Circus Fire: A True
Story of an American Tragedy instantly.

David Beall:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled The Circus Fire: A True Story of an American Tragedy the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe
you never get just before. The The Circus Fire: A True Story of an American Tragedy giving you an
additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful information for your better
life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind are going
to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Alice Scales:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. In this particular
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking the



The Circus Fire: A True Story of an American Tragedy when you necessary it?
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