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California during the gold rush was a place of disputed claims, shoot-outs, gambling halls, and prostitution; a
place populated by that rough and rebellious figure, the forty-niner; in short, a place that seems utterly
unconnected to middle-class culture. In American Alchemy, however, Brian Roberts offers a surprising
challenge to this assumption.

Roberts points to a long-neglected truth of the gold rush: many of the northeastern forty-niners who ventured
westward were in fact middle-class in origin, status, and values. Tracing the experiences and adventures both
of these men and of the "unseen" forty-niners--women who stayed back East while their husbands went out
West--he shows that, whatever else the gold seekers abandoned on the road to California, they did not simply
turn their backs on middle-class culture.

Ultimately, Roberts argues, the story told here reveals an overlooked chapter in the history of the formation
of the middle class. While the acquisition of respectability reflects one stage in this history, he says, the gold
rush constitutes a second stage--a rebellion against standards of respectability.
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From reader reviews:

Mora Miller:

With other case, little individuals like to read book American Alchemy: The California Gold Rush and
Middle-Class Culture (Cultural Studies of the United States). You can choose the best book if you appreciate
reading a book. As long as we know about how is important the book American Alchemy: The California
Gold Rush and Middle-Class Culture (Cultural Studies of the United States). You can add know-how and of
course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until
wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It
is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Lula Estes:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read
one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual American Alchemy: The California
Gold Rush and Middle-Class Culture (Cultural Studies of the United States) is kind of e-book which is
giving the reader unstable experience.

Lily McDermott:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick one
book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work at this point is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer could be American Alchemy: The California Gold Rush and Middle-Class Culture
(Cultural Studies of the United States) why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the
content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Justin Pritchett:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is identified as of
book American Alchemy: The California Gold Rush and Middle-Class Culture (Cultural Studies of the
United States). Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it can add your knowledge
and make a person happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you
from one spot to other place.
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