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This is a bold new study of the recent emergence of democracy in Latin America. Leonardo Avritzer shows
that traditional theories of democratization fall short in explaining this phenomenon. Scholars have long held
that the postwar stability of Western Europe reveals that restricted democracy, or "democratic elitism," is the
only realistic way to guard against forces such as the mass mobilizations that toppled European democracies
after World War I. Avritzer challenges this view. Drawing on the ideas of Jürgen Habermas, he argues that
democracy can be far more inclusive and can rely on a sphere of autonomous association and argument by
citizens. He makes this argument by showing that democratic collective action has opened up a new "public
space" for popular participation in Latin American politics.

Unlike many theorists, Avritzer builds his case empirically. He looks at human rights movements in
Argentina and Brazil, neighborhood associations in Brazil and Mexico, and election-monitoring initiatives in
Mexico. Contending that such participation has not gone far enough, he proposes a way to involve citizens
even more directly in policy decisions. For example, he points to experiments in "participatory budgeting" in
two Brazilian cities. Ultimately, the concept of such a space beyond the reach of state administration fosters
a broader view of democratic possibility, of the cultural transformation that spurred it, and of the tensions
that persist, in a region where democracy is both new and different from the Old World models.
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From reader reviews:

Leticia Hodges:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Democracy and the Public
Space in Latin America? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your
time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have
various other opinion?

Donald Perkins:

Here thing why that Democracy and the Public Space in Latin America are different and reputable to be
yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is the
content is as delicious as food or not. Democracy and the Public Space in Latin America giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no e-book that similar
with Democracy and the Public Space in Latin America. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your
own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around
you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train.
For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Democracy and the
Public Space in Latin America in e-book can be your substitute.

Tracy Lindsey:

The e-book with title Democracy and the Public Space in Latin America has a lot of information that you can
learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new understanding the information
that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to know how
the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you within new era of the syndication. You
can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Joseph Robison:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more important than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have
that. What you should do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some
books. One of many books in the top list in your reading list is definitely Democracy and the Public Space in
Latin America. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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