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From the colonial period to the end of the Civil War, children’s books taught young Americans how to be
good citizens and gave them the freedom, autonomy, and possibility to imagine themselves as such, despite
the actual limitations of the law concerning child citizenship. Imaginary Citizens argues that the origin and
evolution of the concept of citizenship in the United States centrally involved struggles over the meaning and
boundaries of childhood.

Children were thought of as more than witnesses to American history and governance?they were
representatives of "the people" in general. Early on, the parent-child relationship was used as an analogy for
the relationship between England and America, and later, the president was equated to a father and the
people to his children.

There was a backlash, however. In order to contest the patriarchal idea that all individuals owed childlike
submission to their rulers, Americans looked to new theories of human development that limited political
responsibility to those with a mature ability to reason. Yet Americans also based their concept of citizenship
on the idea that all people are free and accountable at every age. Courtney Weikle-Mills discusses such
characters as Goody Two-Shoes, Ichabod Crane, and Tom Sawyer in terms of how they reflect these
conflicting ideals.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Richardson:

The book Imaginary Citizens: Child Readers and the Limits of American Independence, 1640-1868 make
you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to
become your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
examining a book Imaginary Citizens: Child Readers and the Limits of American Independence, 1640-1868
to get your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge
about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a publication Imaginary
Citizens: Child Readers and the Limits of American Independence, 1640-1868. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Phillis Ries:

The book Imaginary Citizens: Child Readers and the Limits of American Independence, 1640-1868 can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like
a book Imaginary Citizens: Child Readers and the Limits of American Independence, 1640-1868? A number
of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that,
you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Imaginary Citizens: Child Readers and
the Limits of American Independence, 1640-1868 has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Miguel Sherman:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Imaginary Citizens: Child Readers and the Limits
of American Independence, 1640-1868 can give you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one
book you have point that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can
be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn,
by knowing more than various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have
Imaginary Citizens: Child Readers and the Limits of American Independence, 1640-1868.

Janice Evans:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news.
On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the Imaginary Citizens: Child Readers and the Limits of American Independence, 1640-1868



when you necessary it?
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