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The notorious 1942 "Sleepy Lagoon" murder trial in Los Angeles concluded with the conviction of
seventeen young Mexican American men for the alleged gang slaying of fellow youth Jose Diaz. Just five
months later, the so-called Zoot Suit Riot erupted, as white soldiers in the city attacked minority youths and
burned their distinctive zoot suits. Eduardo Obregon Pagan here provides the first comprehensive social
history of both the trial and the riot and argues that they resulted from a volatile mix of racial and social
tensions that had long been simmering.

In reconstructing the lives of the murder victim and those accused of the crime, Pagan contends that neither
the convictions (which were based on little hard evidence) nor the ensuing riot arose simply from anti-
Mexican sentiment. He demonstrates instead that a variety of pre-existing stresses, including demographic
pressures, anxiety about nascent youth culture, and the war effort all contributed to the social tension and the
eruption of violence. Moreover, he recovers a multidimensional picture of Los Angeles during World War II
that incorporates the complex intersections of music, fashion, violence, race relations, and neighborhood
activism.

Drawing upon overlooked evidence, Pagan concludes by reconstructing the murder scene and proposes a
compelling theory about what really happened the night of the murder.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Lacher:

The reason? Because this Murder at the Sleepy Lagoon: Zoot Suits, Race, and Riot in Wartime L.A. is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the
secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey
the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving
your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I
will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Kevin Williams:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Murder at the Sleepy Lagoon: Zoot
Suits, Race, and Riot in Wartime L.A. that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then
how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to
start reading through as your good habit, you may pick Murder at the Sleepy Lagoon: Zoot Suits, Race, and
Riot in Wartime L.A. become your current starter.

Lisa Loo:

The book untitled Murder at the Sleepy Lagoon: Zoot Suits, Race, and Riot in Wartime L.A. contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous
author. The author provides you in the new age of literary works. You can easily read this book because you
can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along with order it.
Have a nice examine.

Duane Vega:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Murder at the Sleepy
Lagoon: Zoot Suits, Race, and Riot in Wartime L.A. can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you
know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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