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A Novel about a Single Father Adopting a Son
Based on a True Story

"Oh. One more thing: Dennis thinks he's a Martian . . . ."

Soon-to-be parents are instructed to "expect the unexpected." Good advice, it turns out. Especially for the
anxious or apprehensive parent who is considering adoption.

How can one know about an adopted child?

All David Gerrold knew for certain was that he wanted to be a parent. As a single gay man he thought
adoption would be the most direct route to fatherhood. But he soon found out-to both his joy and dismay-that
the emotional route to fatherhood was anything but direct. In fact, it was a roller-coaster ride that changed his
life forever.

When he first saw the picture of eight-year-old Dennis beaming up at him from the photograph in the
adoption book, David knew this was the boy for him.

But these were the facts: Abandoned as an infant by drug-addicted parents. Documented abuse. Shuffled
from one foster home to another. Deficit hyperactivity disorder. Ritalin to control his violent emotional
outbursts. For his antisocial behavior: Disipramine. The conclusion from experts: Dennis was "hard to
place." A polite bureaucratic euphemism for unadoptable. It was a depressing assessment that David could
not-would not-accept.

He needed Dennis. And he believed Dennis needed him. It was that simple.

Until the reality of single fatherhood set in.

A searingly honest, funny, moving, and heartfelt portrait of the joys and perils of parenting, The Martian
Child is David Gerrold's valentine to the redemptive value of love,in this case a father's love for his son. A
son who thinks he's a Martian.
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From reader reviews:

Arnold Grigg:

The book The Martian Child: A Novel About A Single Father Adopting A Son can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book The Martian
Child: A Novel About A Single Father Adopting A Son? A few of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now,
try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other;
you may share all of these. Book The Martian Child: A Novel About A Single Father Adopting A Son has
simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world
by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Matthew Segal:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by means
of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of The Martian Child: A
Novel About A Single Father Adopting A Son book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because
this book is usually more than just a book.

Sharon Garon:

Often the book The Martian Child: A Novel About A Single Father Adopting A Son has a lot info on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The
author makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find the
point easily after perusing this book.

Richard Lawrence:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that question was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. Numerous
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually The Martian Child: A Novel About
A Single Father Adopting A Son.
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