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Where were you when the lights went out? At home during a thunderstorm? During the Great Northeastern
Blackout of 1965? In California when rolling blackouts hit in 2000? In 2003, when a cascading power failure
left fifty million people without electricity? We often remember vividly our time in the dark. In When the
Lights Went Out, David Nye views power outages in America from 1935 to the present not simply as
technical failures but variously as military tactic, social disruption, crisis in the networked city, outcome of
political and economic decisions, sudden encounter with sublimity, and memories enshrined in photographs.
Our electrically lit-up life is so natural to us that when the lights go off, the darkness seems abnormal. Nye
looks at America's development of its electrical grid, which made large-scale power failures possible and a
series of blackouts from military blackouts to the "greenout" (exemplified by the new tradition of "Earth
Hour"), a voluntary reduction organized by environmental organizations. Blackouts, writes Nye, are breaks
in the flow of social time that reveal much about the trajectory of American history. Each time one occurs,
Americans confront their essential condition -- not as isolated individuals, but as a community that
increasingly binds itself together with electrical wires and signals.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Glass:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. We all know that that book is very important for all of us. The book When the Lights Went Out: A
History of Blackouts in America (MIT Press) was making you to know about other understanding and of
course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide When the Lights Went Out:
A History of Blackouts in America (MIT Press) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also
for being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to
make relationship with the book When the Lights Went Out: A History of Blackouts in America (MIT
Press). You never really feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Frances Oberlin:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen within you if you take When the Lights Went Out: A History of
Blackouts in America (MIT Press) as the daily resource information.

Paige Robinson:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title When the Lights
Went Out: A History of Blackouts in America (MIT Press) suitable to you? The actual book was written by
famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled When the Lights Went Out: A History of Blackouts in
America (MIT Press)is the main of several books which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired
many men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you
ever know previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can
easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this
world now. So you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Grace Smith:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real their
passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing reading
really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is
being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this era, many ways to get
whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this When the Lights



Went Out: A History of Blackouts in America (MIT Press) can make you experience more interested to read.
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