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More than money, power, and even happiness, silence has become the most precious—and
dwindling—commodity of our modern world. 
 
Between iPods, music-blasting restaurants, earsplitting sports stadiums, and endless air and road traffic, the
place for quiet in our lives grows smaller by the day.  In Pursuit of Silence gives context to our increasingly
desperate sense that noise pollution is, in a very real way, an environmental catastrophe.  Listening to
doctors, neuroscientists, acoustical engineers, monks, activists, educators, marketers, and aggrieved citizens,
George Prochnik examines why we began to be so loud as a society, and what it is that gets lost when we can
no longer find quiet.  He shows us the benefits of decluttering our sonic world. 
 
As Prochnik travels across the United States and overseas, we meet a rich host of characters: an idealistic
architect who is pioneering a new kind of silent architecture in collaboration with the Deaf community at
Gallaudet University; a special operations soldier in Afghanistan (and former guitarist with Nirvana) who
places silence at the heart of survival in war; a sound designer for shopping malls who ensures that the stores
we visit never stop their auditory seductions; and a group of commuters who successfully revolted against
piped-in music in Grand Central Station.
 
A brilliant, far-reaching exploration of the frontiers of noise and silence, and the growing war between them,
In Pursuit of Silence is an important book that will appeal to fans of Michael Pollan and Daniel Gilbert.
 

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Herbert Haubrich:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of
them is this In Pursuit of Silence: Listening for Meaning in a World of Noise.

Bernard Walker:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled In Pursuit of Silence: Listening for Meaning in a World of
Noise can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Frederica Dawkins:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they will
get great deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time,
we will say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of
activity have you got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited
right. Then ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time,
typically the book you have read is definitely In Pursuit of Silence: Listening for Meaning in a World of
Noise.

Tammy Carver:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This In Pursuit of Silence: Listening for
Meaning in a World of Noise can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently
out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these guides have than the others?
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