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It is commonly assumed that the rise of modern democracies put an end to the spectacular and ceremonial
aspects of political rule that were so characteristic of monarchies and other earlier regimes. The medieval
idea that the king had two bodies - a mortal physical body and an eternal political body - strikes us today as
alien and remote from our understanding of politics: with the transition from monarchy to modern
representative democracy, the idea of the body politic was abandoned. Or was it?

In this remarkable and highly original book Philip Manow shows that the body politic, though so often
pronounced dead, remains alive in modern democracies. It is just one of the many ideas that we have
inherited from our predecessors and that continue to shape our modern forms of political life. Why did the
semi-circle become the main seating plan for modern parliaments? Why do we think that parliament should
mirror the diversity of society? Why does the president's motorcade always have more than one identical-
looking Cadillac? Why do we pay so much attention to the physical features and appearance - the body - of
our political leaders today? In answering these and other questions Manow sheds fresh light on the pre-
modern origins of our modern political institutions and practices and shows convincingly that all political
power - including democracy - requires and produces its own political mythology.
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From reader reviews:

Bridget Carter:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This In the King's Shadow is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

John Augustine:

You may spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This In the King's Shadow is simple to deliver
you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring
often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the
actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.

Jody Watson:

You will get this In the King's Shadow by go to the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could
to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only
by means of written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era just
like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Wendy Clark:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but novel and In the King's Shadow or others sources were
given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like to read more and
more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them
to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes In the King's Shadow
to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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