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Based on a controversial opinion piece originally published in the New York Times, Reclaiming Travel is a
provocative meditation on the meaning of travel from ancient times to the twenty-first century. Ilan Stavans
and Joshua Ellison seek to understand why we travel and what has come to be missing from our
contemporary understanding of travel. Engaging with canonical and contemporary texts, they explore the
differences between travel and tourism, the relationship between travel and memory, the genre of travel
writing, and the power of mapmaking, Stavans and Ellison call for a rethinking of the art of travel, which
they define as a transformative quest that gives us deeper access to ourselves.

Tourism, Stavans and Ellison argue, is inauthentic, choreographed, sterile, shallow, and rooted in
colonialism. They critique theme parks and kitsch tourism, such as the shantytown hotels in South Africa
where guests stay in shacks made of corrugated metal and cardboard yet have plenty of food, water and
space. Tourists, they assert, are merely content with escapism, thrill seeking, or obsessively snapping
photographs. Resisting simple moralizing, the authors also remind us that people don’t divide neatly into
crude categories like travelers and tourists. They provoke us to reflect on the opportunities and perils in our
own habits.

In this powerful manifesto, Stavans and Ellison argue that travel should be an art through which our
restlessness finds expression—a search for meaning not only in our own lives but also in the lives of others.
It is not about the destination; rather, travel is about loss, disorientation, and discovering our place in the
universe.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Clyburn:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which you should start with. This Reclaiming Travel is our recommendation to
help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Paul Kennedy:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you read,
if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one having
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Reclaiming Travel is kind of book which is
giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Carmen Helton:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now could
be taking seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Reclaiming Travel as the daily resource
information.

Sheila Whitley:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is definitely Reclaiming Travel.
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