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In Latin Americathe state is the prime regulator, coordinator, and pace-setter of the entire national system,
the apex of the pyramid from which patronage, wealth, power, and programs flow. The state bears
responsibility for the realization of civic needs, providing goods and services to each citizen. Doing so
requires the exercise and maintenance of social and political control. It is John Martz's contention that
clientelism underlines the fundamental character of Latin American social and political life. Asthe
modernizing bureaucratic state has developed in Latin America, there has been a concurrent shifting away
from clientelistic relationships. Y et in one form or another, political clientelism still remains central.

Clientelism occurs when large numbers of low-status individuals, such as those in the slums of rural and
underdeveloped areas, are protected by a powerful patron who defends their interestsin return for deference
or material reward. In Colombiathe rural patron has become a member of the higher clientelistic system as
well; he is dependent on a patron who operates at the national level. This enables urban elites to mobilize
low-status clients for such acts as mass demonstrations of political loyalty to the regime. Thus, traditional
clientelism has been modified through the process of modernization.

Part One of The Poalitics of Clientelism examines Colombian politics, focusing on the incarnation and
traditional forms of clientelism. Part Two explores the policies of Colombian governance, from the
administrations of Lleras Camargo through Julio Cesar Turbay Ayala. Part Three discusses the
modernization and restructuring of Colombiain recent decades under Belisario Betancur, Virgilio Barco, and
Cesar Gaviria.

As the modernizing bureaucratic state has unfolded, there has been a similar shift in many clientelistic
relationships. Martz argues that, whether corporate clientelism remains or more democratic organization
develops, Colombiais unlikely to shed its basic clientelistic impul ses. Reforms will determine whether or not
the state can construct a system in which the citizenry affects the course of national politics. The Palitics of
Clientelism provides a well-devel oped theory linking regime and governmental process to policy formulation
and performance in Colombia. It will be engrossing reading for economists, sociologists, political scientists,
and other researchersinterested in Latin America.
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From reader reviews:
Dustin Broach:

This The Politics of Clientelism: Democracy and the State in Colombia are usually reliable for you who want
to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Politics of Clientelism:
Democracy and the State in Colombia can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you
more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock your
before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Politics of Clientelism: Democracy and the
State in Colombia giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So, let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Ann Bland:

Y ou may spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This The Politics of Clientelism: Democracy
and the State in Colombiais simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with
soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book.
It is make you better to read it. Y ou can save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Joyce Shryock:

That publication can make you to fedl relax. This particular book The Palitics of Clientelism: Democracy
and the State in Colombiawas colorful and of course has pictures on the website. Aswe know that book The
Politics of Clientelism: Demaocracy and the State in Colombia has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and
unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.

Gilbert Phillips:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. Y ou can get it by web on social media. Y ou can choose the best
book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as of book The
Poalitics of Clientelism: Democracy and the State in Colombia. Y ou can contribute your knowledge by it.
Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It
ismost essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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