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In 2002, the town of Galesburg, a slowly declining Rustbelt city of 33,000 in western Illinois, learned that it
would soon lose its largest factory, a Maytag refrigerator plant that had anchored Galesburg's social and
economic life for decades. Workers at the plant earned $15.14 an hour, had good insurance, and were assured
a solid retirement. In 2004, the plant was relocated to Reynosa, Mexico, where workers sometimes spent 13-
hour days assembling refrigerators for $1.10 an hour.

In Boom, Bust, Exodus, Chad Broughton offers a ground-level look at the rapid transition to a globalized
economy, from the perspective of those whose lives it has most deeply affected. We live in a commoditized
world, increasingly divorced from the origins of the goods we consume; it is easy to ignore who is
manufacturing our smart phones and hybrid cars; and where they come from no longer seems to matter. And
yet, Broughton shows, the who and where matter deeply, and in this book he puts human faces to the
relentless cycle of global manufacturing.

It is a tale of two cities. In Galesburg, where parts of the empty Maytag factory still stand, a hollowed out
version of the American dream, the economy is a shadow of what it once was. Reynosa, in contrast, has
become one of the exploding post-NAFTA "second-tier cities" of the developing world, thanks to the influx
of foreign-owned, export-oriented maquiladoras--an industrial promised land throbbing with the energy of
commerce, legal and illegal. And yet even these distinctions, Broughton shows, cannot be finely drawn:
families in Reynosa also struggle to get by, and the city is beset by violence and a ruthless drug war. Those
left behind in the post-Industrial decline of Galesburg, meanwhile, do not see themselves as helpless victims:
they have gone back to school, pursued new careers, and learned to adapt and even thrive.

In an era of growing inequality and a downsized middle class, Boom, Bust, Exodus gives us the voices of
those who have borne the heaviest burdens of the economic upheavals of the past three decades. A deeply
personal work grounded in solid scholarship, this important, immersive, and affecting book brings home the
price and the cost of globalization.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Kiser:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Boom, Bust,
Exodus: The Rust Belt, the Maquilas, and a Tale of Two Cities? Maybe it is to become best activity for you.
You already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do
you agree with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Johanna Bassett:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Boom, Bust, Exodus: The Rust Belt, the
Maquilas, and a Tale of Two Cities reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make
book that could be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation
Boom, Bust, Exodus: The Rust Belt, the Maquilas, and a Tale of Two Cities as good book but not only by
the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you
so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Jamie Leal:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Boom, Bust, Exodus:
The Rust Belt, the Maquilas, and a Tale of Two Cities which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's notice.

Wayne Kong:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of
news. On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just searching for the Boom, Bust, Exodus: The Rust Belt, the Maquilas, and a Tale of Two Cities when you
desired it?
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