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What do the trickster Rabbit, slave descendants, off-the-books economies, and French citizens have to do
with each other? Plenty, says Katherine Browne in her anthropological investigation of the informal
economy in the Caribbean island of Martinique. She begins with a question: Why, after more than three
hundred years as colonial subjects of France, did the residents of Martinique opt in 1946 to integrate fully
with France, the very nation that had enslaved their ancestors? The author suggests that the choice to decline
sovereignty reflects the same clear-headed opportunism that defines successful, crafty, and illicit
entrepreneurs who work off the books in Martinique today.

Browne draws on a decade of ethnographic fieldwork and interview data from all socioeconomic sectors to
question the common understanding of informal economies as culture-free, survival strategies of the poor.
Anchoring her own insights to longer historical and literary views, the author shows how adaptations of
cunning have been reinforced since the days of plantation slavery. These adaptations occur, not in spite of
French economic and political control, but rather because of it. Powered by the "essential tensions" of
maintaining French and Creole identities, the practice of creole economics provides both assertion of and
refuge from the difficulties of being dark-skinned and French.

This powerful ethnographic study shows how local economic meanings and plural identities help explain
work off the books. Like creole language and music, creole economics expresses an irreducibly complex
blend of historical, contemporary, and cultural influences.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Sanders:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When you reading a
book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the characters do it
anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this Creole Economics:
Caribbean Cunning under the French Flag, you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book.
Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Lisa King:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want
to test look for book, may be the publication untitled Creole Economics: Caribbean Cunning under the
French Flag can be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Mindy Arredondo:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Creole Economics: Caribbean Cunning
under the French Flag publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book
which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty
Creole Economics: Caribbean Cunning under the French Flag as good book not just by the cover but also by
the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another
sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to a different sixth sense.

Larry Artz:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you
only find book that need more time to be study. Creole Economics: Caribbean Cunning under the French
Flag can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.
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