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A magnificent proliferation of new Christ-centered devotional practices—including affective meditation,
imitative suffering, crusade, Eucharistic cults and miracles, passion drama, and liturgical
performance—reveals profound changes in the Western Christian temperament of the twelfth century and
beyond. This change has often been attributed by scholars to an increasing emphasis on God’s embodiment
in the incarnation and crucifixion of Christ. In Holy Matter, Sara Ritchey offers a fresh narrative explaining
theological and devotional change by journeying beyond the human body to ask how religious men and
women understood the effects of God’s incarnation on the natural, material world. She finds a remarkable
willingness on the part of medieval Christians to embrace the material world—its trees, flowers, vines, its
worms and wolves—as a locus for divine encounter.

Early signs that perceptions of the material world were shifting can be seen in reformed communities of
religious women in the twelfth-century Rhineland. Here Ritchey finds that, in response to the constraints of
gendered regulations and spiritual ideals, women created new identities as virgins who, like the mother of
Christ, impelled the world’s re-creation—their notion of the world’s re-creation held that God created the
world a second time when Christ was born. In this second act of creation God was seen to be present in the
physical world, thus making matter holy. Ritchey then traces the diffusion of this new religious doctrine
beyond the Rhineland, showing the profound impact it had on both women and men in professed religious
life, especially Franciscans in Italy and Carthusians in England. Drawing on a wide range of sources
including art, liturgy, prayer, poetry, meditative guides, and treatises of spiritual instruction, Holy Matter
reveals an important transformation in late medieval devotional practice, a shift from metaphor to material,
from gazing on images of a God made visible in the splendor of natural beauty to looking at the natural
world itself, and finding there God’s presence and promise of salvation.
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From reader reviews:

Herbert Beckley:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't have
spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did
you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since just their
can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from
on guardería until university need this Holy Matter: Changing Perceptions of the Material World in Late
Medieval Christianity to read.

Janet Warren:

The event that you get from Holy Matter: Changing Perceptions of the Material World in Late Medieval
Christianity could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get
serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Holy Matter: Changing
Perceptions of the Material World in Late Medieval Christianity giving you thrill feeling of reading. The
article author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who read this
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having that Holy Matter: Changing Perceptions of the Material World in Late
Medieval Christianity instantly.

Margarita Culbertson:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Holy Matter:
Changing Perceptions of the Material World in Late Medieval Christianity suitable to you? The book was
written by well known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Holy Matter: Changing Perceptions of
the Material World in Late Medieval Christianityis a single of several books which everyone read now. This
book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of information
about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Janelle Ramirez:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Holy Matter: Changing Perceptions of
the Material World in Late Medieval Christianity publication written by well-known writer who knows well
how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner
for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty
Holy Matter: Changing Perceptions of the Material World in Late Medieval Christianity as good book not



just by the cover but also by content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do
you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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