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Can a disease be an idea? A theory? Does disease exist without a patient to suffer from it?

In Lovers and Livers, Jacalyn Duffin provides a lively overview of the ideas around disease. She introduces
philosophical theories of disease and delves into the history of two distinct afflictions - one old, one new -
which serve as examples to show how applying theory can uncover surprising aspects of the medical past
and present. Written with humour and compassion, and using poignant examples from Duffin's own clinical
experience, Lovers and Livers is based on a series of public lectures and innovates by utilizing audience
participation and a wide variety of sources including art, poetry, literature, medical journals, newspapers.

Duffin's first example of a disease concept - the now possibly defunct disease of Lovesickness - had its
origins in the poetry of antiquity and its demise in twentieth-century scepticism, but Duffin argues that it
may not be as passé as is generally thought. The second example is the new disease Hepatitis C. Duffin
demonstrates that it too stems from ancient tradition and that it has been shaped by discoveries in virology
and recent tragedies in transfusion medicine, as well as by legislators, journalists, and patients.

In any given time and place, coherent concepts of disease emerge from combining social, cultural, legal, and
scientific preoccupations with current epistemological priorities about what constitutes clear thinking. Lovers
and Livers will be of special interest to scholars of history, philosophy, and medicine, as well as many
others.
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From reader reviews:

Marcus Musick:

Lovers and Livers: Disease Concepts in History (Joanne Goodman Lectures) can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary
that will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing
Lovers and Livers: Disease Concepts in History (Joanne Goodman Lectures) although doesn't forget the
main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Roman Leonard:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time
to be read. Lovers and Livers: Disease Concepts in History (Joanne Goodman Lectures) can be your answer
given it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Alissa Sowell:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Lovers and Livers: Disease
Concepts in History (Joanne Goodman Lectures) is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can
buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Cory Thomas:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has
reading's spirit or real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring
as well as can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Lovers and Livers: Disease Concepts in History (Joanne Goodman
Lectures) can make you feel more interested to read.
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