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American conservatism rose hand-in-hand with the growth of mass incarceration. For decades, conservatives
deployed "tough on crime" rhetoric to attack liberals as out-of-touch elitists who coddled criminals while the
nation spiraled toward disorder. As a result, conservatives have been the motive force in building our vast
prison system. Indeed, expanding the number of Americans under lock and key was long a point of pride for
politicians on the right - even as the U.S. prison population eclipsed international records.

Over the last few years, conservatives in Washington, D.C. and in bright-red states like Georgia and Texas,
have reversed course, and are now leading the charge to curb prison growth. In Prison Break, David Dagan
and Steve Teles explain how this striking turn of events occurred, how it will affect mass incarceration, and
what it teaches us about achieving policy breakthroughs in our polarized age. Combining insights from law,
sociology, and political science, Teles and Dagan will offer the first comprehensive account of this major
political shift. In a challenge to the conventional wisdom, they argue that the fiscal pressures brought on by
recession are only a small part of the explanation for the conservatives' shift, over-shadowed by Republicans'
increasing anti-statism, the waning efficacy of "tough on crime" politics and the increasing engagement of
evangelicals. These forces set the stage for a small cadre of conservative leaders to reframe criminal justice
in terms of redeeming wayward souls and rolling back government.

These developments have created the potential to significantly reduce mass incarceration, but only if
reformers on both the right and the left play their cards right. As Dagan and Teles stress, there is also a
broader lesson in this story about the conditions for cross-party cooperation in our polarized age. Partisan
identity, they argue, generally precedes position-taking, and policy breakthroughs are unlikely to come by
"reaching across the aisle," promoting "compromise," or appealing to "expert opinion." Instead, change
happens when political movements redefine their own orthodoxies for their own reasons. As Dagan and
Teles show, outsiders can assist in this process - and they played a crucial role in the case of criminal justice
- but they cannot manufacture it. This book will not only reshape our understanding of conservatism and
American penal policy, but also force us to reconsider the drivers of policy innovation in the context of
American politics.
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From reader reviews:

Frankie Graybill:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you will need this Prison Break: Why Conservatives Turned Against Mass
Incarceration (Studies in Post War American Political Development).

Percy Cole:

The book Prison Break: Why Conservatives Turned Against Mass Incarceration (Studies in Post War
American Political Development) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book Prison Break: Why Conservatives Turned
Against Mass Incarceration (Studies in Post War American Political Development)? Some of you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right
now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each
other; you can share all of these. Book Prison Break: Why Conservatives Turned Against Mass Incarceration
(Studies in Post War American Political Development) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great
and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is
very wonderful.

Guadalupe Leatherman:

The book untitled Prison Break: Why Conservatives Turned Against Mass Incarceration (Studies in Post
War American Political Development) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the girl idea
with easy approach. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy
to read this. The book was compiled by famous author. The author provides you in the new era of literary
works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can
read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available
their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.

Gregory Medina:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Prison Break: Why Conservatives
Turned Against Mass Incarceration (Studies in Post War American Political Development) which is keeping



the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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