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Considers the work of nineteenth-century theologian Ibrahim al- B?j?r? and contests the notion of
intellectual decline in Islamic thought from the thirteenth through nineteenth centuries.

Thisisarare study of alate premodern Islamic thinker, Ibrahim al- B??r?, a nineteenth-century scholar and
rector of Cairo’'s al-Azhar University. Aaron Spevack explores al- B 7?7 slegal, theological, and mystical
thought, highlighting its originality and vibrancy in relation to the millennium of scholarship that preceded
and informed it, and also detailing its continuing legacy. The book makes a case for the normativity of the
Gabrielian Paradigm, the study of law, rational theology, and Sufism, in the person of a- B?r?. Soon after
his death in 1860, this typical pattern of scholarship would face significant challenges from modernists,
reformers, and fundamentalists. Spevack challenges beliefs that rational theology, syllogistic logic, and
Sufism were not part of the predominant conception of orthodox scholarship and shows this scholarly
archetype has not disappeared as an ideal. In addition, the book contests prevailing beliefsin academic and
Muslim circles about intellectual decline from the thirteenth through nineteenth centuries.

“Spevack’ strailblazing book isalucid survey and deep analysis of the works and ideas of al-B?4r?.
Spevack shows precisely how al-B?r? served as an ‘archetypal’ Sunn? scholar. In the process, he succeeds
in evoking the subtlety, sophistication, and dynamism of the postclassical Islamic traditions of theology,
mysticism, and jurisprudence.” — Robert Wisnovsky, McGill University

“Hereis areadable and comprehensive introduction to the intellectual production of one of the last giants of
the Sunn?legal tradition in the nineteenth century. Sensitive to the scholar’ s strong affiliation with a
millennium-long tradition, thisintroduction will be appreciated by seasoned scholars and newcomers aike.”
— Ahmad Atif Ahmad, University of California, Santa Barbara

“Spevack’ s book is an important corrective to Eurocentric narratives of the nineteenth century that focus
solely on Islamic thinkers whose main concern is with European ‘ modernity’ and its challenges while
breezily ignoring the continuing tradition of madrasah scholarship in the modern period.” — Khaled El-
Rouayheb, Harvard University
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From reader reviews:
Patricia Rodrigue:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
reguire something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
mainly because just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, itis
correct. Because start from on jardin de infancia until university need this The Archetypal Sunni Scholar:
Law, Theology, and Mysticism in the Synthesis of a-Bajuri to read.

Stephen Hilton:

Now aday folkswho Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How individualsto be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Archetypal Sunni Scholar: Law,
Theology, and Mysticism in the Synthesis of al-Bajuri book as this book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
know.

Glenn Wallin:

The experience that you get from The Archetypal Sunni Scholar: Law, Theology, and Mysticism in the
Synthesis of al-Bajuri will be the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you
get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but The Archetypal Sunni
Scholar: Law, Theology, and Mysticism in the Synthesis of al-Bajuri giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who
read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific The Archetypal Sunni Scholar: Law,
Theology, and Mysticism in the Synthesis of al-Bajuri instantly.

William McNeill:

The e-book with title The Archetypal Sunni Scholar: Law, Theology, and Mysticism in the Synthesis of al-
Bajuri posesses alot of information that you can understand it. Y ou can get alot of advantage after read this
book. This kind of book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the
condition of the world today. That isimportant to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world.
This particular book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. Y ou can read the e-book on
your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.
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