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In this groundbreaking narrative, longtime Washington Post reporter Craig Timberg and award-winning
AIDS researcher Daniel Halperin tell the surprising story of how Western colonial powers unwittingly
sparked the AIDS epidemic and then fanned its rise. Drawing on remarkable new science, Tinderbox
overturns the conventional wisdom on the origins of this deadly pandemic and the best ways to fight it today.

Recent genetic studies have traced the birth of HIV to the forbidding equatorial forests of Cameroon, where
chimpanzees carried the virus for millennia without causing a major outbreak in humans. During the
Scramble for Africa, colonial companies blazed new routes through the jungle in search of rubber and other
riches, sending African porters into remote regions rarely traveled before. It was here that humans first
contracted the strain of HIV that would eventually cause 99 percent of AIDS deaths around the world.

Western powers were key actors in turning a localized outbreak into a sprawling epidemic as bustling new
trade routes, modern colonial cities, and the rise of prostitution sped the virus across Africa. Christian
missionaries campaigned to suppress polygamy, but left in its place fractured sexual cultures that proved
uncommonly vulnerable to HIV.  Equally devastating was the gradual loss of the African ritual of male
circumcision, which recent studies have shown offers significant protection against infection.

Timberg and Halperin argue that the same Western hubris that marked the colonial era has hamstrung the
effort to fight HIV. From the United Nations AIDS program to the Bush administration's historic relief
campaign, global health officials have favored well-meaning Western approaches--abstinence campaigns,
condom promotion, HIV testing--that have proven ineffective in slowing the epidemic in Africa. Meanwhile
they have overlooked homegrown African initiatives aimed squarely at the behaviors spreading the virus. 

In a riveting narrative that stretches from colonial Leopoldville to 1980s San Francisco to South Africa
today, Tinderbox reveals how human hands unleashed this epidemic and can now overcome it, if only we
learn the lessons of the past.
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From reader reviews:

Tracy Painter:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Tinderbox: How the
West Sparked the AIDS Epidemic and How the World Can Finally Overcome It is our recommendation to
make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Rosalind Huffman:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a book. The book Tinderbox: How the West Sparked the AIDS Epidemic and How the World Can
Finally Overcome It it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended
this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book
you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone.
The price is not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Elizabeth Blake:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Tinderbox: How the West
Sparked the AIDS Epidemic and How the World Can Finally Overcome It that give your fun preference will
be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people
to know world far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly
that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be success
person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick Tinderbox: How the
West Sparked the AIDS Epidemic and How the World Can Finally Overcome It become your personal
starter.

Brenda Nunez:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of
many books in the top listing in your reading list will be Tinderbox: How the West Sparked the AIDS
Epidemic and How the World Can Finally Overcome It. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes



can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up and review this book you can get many
advantages.
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